
GRADE-LEVEL 
ANCHOR TEXTS

iLit Read Aloud, Think Aloud Books (Levels A-G) 
Non-proficient readers need to experience how a skilled reader approaches a rigorous 
text. That’s the goal of Read Aloud, Think Aloud. iLit takes a grade-level text and has the 
teacher read it aloud, stopping frequently to show how to unlock meaning. The Read 
Aloud, Think Aloud text anchors iLit’s instruction. 

Title Genre Author Lexile® Unit

Level A

Because of Winn-Dixie Fiction Kate DiCamillo 610L 1

Sahara Special Fiction Esme Raji Codell 660L 2

Knucklehead Autobiography Jon Scieszka 750L 3

Night of the Twisters Fiction Ivy Ruckman 790L 4

A Strong Arm: The Story of Mamie "Peanut" Johnson Biography  Michelle Y. Green 860L 5

Level B

Alamo Wars Fiction Ray Villareal 650L 1

Kickoff! Autobiography Tiki and Ronde Barber 760L 2

Tales of Famous Heroes Biography Peter and Bonnie Roop 820L 3

Frindle Fiction Andrew Clements 830L 4

Rocket Man: The Mercury Adventure of John Glenn Biography  Ruth Ashby 870L 5

Level C

Saint Louis Armstrong Fiction Brenda Woods 660L 1

Don’t Call Me Hero Fiction Ray Villareal 690L 2

Kids on Strike! Nonfiction Susan Campbell Bartoletti 920L 3

Zora and Me Fiction Victoria Bond and T.R. Simon 860L 4

Heroes of the Environment Nonfiction  Harriet Rohmer 1070L 5

Level D 

Virtual War Fiction Gloria Skurzynski 760L 1

Trino’s Choice Fiction Diane Gonzales Bertrand 780L 2

At the Edge: Daring Acts in Desperate Times Nonfiction Larry Verstraete 960L 3

Ask Me No Questions Fiction Marina Budhos 790L 4

The Greatest: Muhammad Ali Biography  Walter Dean Meyers 1030L 5
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Title Genre Author Lexile® Unit

Level E

Among the Hidden Fiction Margaret Peterson Haddix 800L 1

Accidental Love Fiction Gary Soto 870L 2

We’ve Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March Nonfiction Cynthia Levinson 1020L 3

Freak the Mighty Fiction Rodman Philbrick 1000L 4

Four Perfect Pebbles: A Holocaust Story Fiction Memoir  Lila Perl and Marion Blumenthal Lazan 1080L 5

Level F

The Last Book in the Universe Fiction Rodman Philbrick 740L 1

We Beat the Street Autobiography Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt 860L 2

Somebody Everybody Listens To Fiction Suzanne Supplee 830L 3

Lost Boy, Lost Girl: Escaping Civil War in Sudan Biography John Bul Dau and Martha Arual Akech 900L 4

An Island Like You: Stories of the Barrio Fiction Judith Ortiz Cofer 910L 5

Blizzard Nonfiction Jim Murphy 1080L 6

Level G

So Yesterday Fiction Scott Westerfeld 770L 1

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave Autobiography Frederick Douglass 830L 2

To Jaykae: Life Stinx Fiction Jean Davies Okimoto 800L 3

Students on Strike Expository Nonfiction John A. Stokes 1030L 4

Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two Historical Fiction Joseph Bruchac 910L 5

The Other Side of the Sky Memoir Farah Ahmedi and Tamim Ansary 850L 6

iLit Read Aloud, Think Aloud Books (Levels A-G) 
Non-proficient readers need to experience how a skilled reader approaches a rigorous 
text. That’s the goal of Read Aloud, Think Aloud. iLit takes a grade-level text and has the 
teacher read it aloud, stopping frequently to show how to unlock meaning. The Read 
Aloud, Think Aloud text anchors iLit’s instruction. 


