
Teaching with onRamp to Algebra

Introduction

Lesson  
Preparation

onRamp to Algebra is a six-unit, intensive intervention mathematics 
course. You can teach each unit through the flexible Workshop model, 
where each unit is broken into three instructional segments—Opening, 
Work Time, and Closing. Examine each of these instructional segments 
and explore how to incorporate homework into lesson routines.

To prepare for an onRamp lesson, open your Teacher Edition to the 
first page of the lesson. Here, you can find important information to 
help you prepare.
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The Goal

The  
Mathematical 
Learning  
Progressions

Vocabulary 

Common Core 
State  
Standards

The Goal is the overarching conceptual understanding that students 
should develop by the end of each lesson.

The Mathematical Learning Progressions feature provides specific 
content and concepts that the lesson covers, as well as important 
connections to prior and future lessons.

This buildup of understanding is a key feature of onRamp to Algebra.

The Vocabulary feature defines key mathematical terms. Students 
develop their fluency with the terms within the context of the 
problems.

The Common Core State Standards feature provides a correlation 
between the lesson and the content and mathematical practices of the 
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics. 

Notice that the mathematical practices that the lesson covers are 
ones that students should exhibit during the Opening and Work Time 
components of the lesson.
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The Workshop 
Model 

Opening

Purpose

Lesson 
Launch

Presentation 
Screens 

Now that you know where to find the mathematical focus of each 
lesson, explore each of the components of the Workshop model.

Every onRamp to Algebra lesson begins with a ten-minute lesson 
Opening.

The purpose of the Opening is to engage students with the concept so 
that they can quickly interact with the mathematics.

Start with the engaging and animated lesson Launch, which grabs 
students’ attention and gets them thinking about the topic.

After the Launch, display the Opening presentation screens. The 
Teacher’s Edition provides accompanying questions. As students 
answer the questions, complete the screens with their responses.
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Additional 
Instructional 
Strategies

Complete the 
Opening

Work Time

Time Frame

Student  
Interactions

The Teacher’s Edition also provides additional instructional suggestions 
to help clarify misconceptions that may interfere with students’ 
understanding.

Complete the Opening by providing additional instruction on any 
content or procedures that students may need.

• Further access students’ prior knowledge.
• Review a particular strategy.
• Reinforce expectations.
• Assign Work Time problems.
• Identify small-group and/or partner assignments.

The Work Time allows students to initially work alone and then 
together in structured cooperative groups to discuss possible solution 
pathways to the problems being worked.

The Work Time portion of the lesson lasts approximately twenty-five 
minutes.

Students work alone and with peers to explore a concept through a 
problem set.
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Group  
Expectations

Addressing 
Misconceptions

Choosing  
Strategies to 
Present

Prepare for 
the Close

Closing

During group interactions, students should

• share and discuss strategies and approaches for solving the
problem;

• focus on the mathematical goals of the lesson and connect the
mathematics to their solution strategies;

• use mathematical language; and
• take notes on the mathematics and solution strategies in their

math notebooks.

As students work, tackle misconceptions through coaching. In the 
Teacher’s Edition, the Coach feature

• identifies possible misconceptions, and
• suggests questions to be used to spur student thinking.

Determine which students should discuss their strategies in the 
Closing. By choosing a variety of approaches, students make 
connections between their thinking and that of their peers. The 
presentations allow students to build their academic language skills.

To prepare for the Closing, the Wrap It Up feature summarizes 
students’ thinking and learning. The Teacher’s Edition features specific 
points for you to consider. 

As students wrap up their work, you can begin the Closing.

The Closing segment of the Workshop provides opportunities for 
assigning student comprehension, providing feedback, and building in 
some of the targeted language and vocabulary from the lesson.
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Purpose of  
the Closing

Making Key 
Ideas Explicit

Additional 
Strategies

Homework

Homework 
Design

The Closing of an onRamp to Algebra lesson lasts approximately ten 
minutes. Students summarize their understanding of the topic by 
sharing ideas with the class. 

Guide the Closing discussion to ensure that key ideas about the lesson 
are explicit. 

The Teacher’s Edition provides support, including

• suggestions for which problems you should discuss;
• key points that you should make explicit; and
• questions that prompt students to summarize their thinking.

The Teacher’s Edition also offers instructional strategies and activity 
suggestions in many lessons to differentiate instruction. Conclude the 
lesson by assigning the designated Homework.

Though not part of the Workshop, the Homework is designed as an 
essential part of developing students’ mathematical understanding.

Homework is designed to develop students’ mathematical thinking 
through problem variety and practice.
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About  
Assignments

Locating  
Assignments

Online  
Homework

Homework 
Routines

Review

Homework assignments 

• are brief and require no more than ten to fifteen minutes of
work;

• build on the mathematics of the lesson while increasing the
challenge through modified context;

• reinforce the lesson’s concepts and skills; and
• include a skills section that covers computational skills and

encourages students to see patterns.

You can find the homework assignments in the Student Edition 
and online through Savvas SuccessNet Plus.

When completing homework online, students have access to instant 
feedback and additional learning aids such as an eText, Concept Book, 
math tools, animations, and videos.

When students complete homework online, you receive information on 
how much time students spend on each problem. This can inform you 
on which problems to review.

To help make the homework process successful for all, consider the 
following two tips:

• Make sure that students understand what they are being asked
to do in order to eliminate frustration as they work alone.

• Create an efficient homework check routine where students can
ask questions and get timely feedback.

This guide provided an introduction to teaching mathematics through 
the onRamp to Algebra program. onRamp to Algebra lessons are 
designed to be delivered through the Workshop model which provides 
a framework for organizing and prioritizing classroom time. The 
Opening sets the stage for the students to do mathematics. The Work 
Time is student-centered and includes both individual and group work. 
The Closing focuses on students’ progress and provides a synopsis of 
the lesson through students’ presentations and discussion. After each 
of the Workshop model segments is completed, students will complete 
a focused homework assignment which can be done in the book or 
online. 
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