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myStory Book is a writing strand feature in myWorld Social Studies 
that allows students to become authors of their own digital storybooks. 
This guide looks at the tools students use to create their own digital 
content.

Every minute in myWorld Social Studies is a minute spent on reading 
and writing. The myStory Book writing strand guides students through 
the writing process. It provides prompts throughout the program 
to direct students to write about the social studies content they are 
learning. Each activity in the myStory Book strand takes students 
through the complete writing process.

myStory Book allows students to practice and learn 21st century 
skills by authoring digital content. It can also be used as an authentic 
performance assessment at the end of each chapter. You can 
have students each build their own book or have the class work 
collaboratively to author a single digital storybook.

Here are the tools that students will use during the myStory Book 
Writing Process: 

The examples shown in this guide are from the third-grade curriculum, 
We Are Connected, but you can apply what you learn to the grade level 
you teach.

Writing begins with myStory Spark, a pre-writing activity. Students 
record their initial ideas about the Big Question. Students can find the 
myStory Spark activity in the consumable student worktext or in the 
Chapter Opener Digital Presentation. This activity can be completed 
online by students independently or with a whole class using an 
interactive whiteboard.
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myStory Ideas
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In the example below from Chapter 1, Our Communities, students are 
asked, What makes a good community? They’ll write about the people 
and places they see in their community. Then, they will explain what 
they do on a typical day in their community either in their student 
worktext or online in the Our Communities Opener Digital Presentation. 

The next pre-writing activity is myStory Ideas. At the end of each 
lesson in the chapter, students respond to a writing prompt that 
revisits the Big Idea of the chapter. Each of the myStory Idea questions 
allows students to gather their thoughts and ideas about that chapter’s 
Big Idea. Students’ answers to these questions constitute a “first draft” 
of their digital storybook.

The chapter culminates with a myStory Book activity. In the student 
worktext, the myStory Book prompt allows students to think about the 
Big Question, reflect on what they’ve learned, and write about how it 
relates to their life. 

The myStory Book page in the student worktext and in the digital 
presentation for the chapter close, prompts students to go online to 
write and illustrate their own myStory Book. 
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Students use all of the myStory Ideas from the chapter that they have 
been studying to write their digital storybook. 

Online, students use the myStory Builder tool to write and illustrate 
their book. This tool can be accessed from any of the Digital 
Presentations by clicking the orange “My” icon. You can also select 
the myStory Book Online icon found in the Chapter Closer folder. This 
takes you directly to the homepage of myStory Book powered by 
Tikatok. 

Access the myStory Builder tool from here. You can also assign 
this activity to students, which will appear on their homepage on 
myworldsocialstudies.com. 

Accessing your myStory Book account, takes you to a main page. The 
template page is also referred to as myStory Book StorySparks. Click 
myStory Book at the top of the page to access the template to create 
the digital book for your specific grade level or for a current event. 

The myStory Book template consists of a cover, title page, copyright 
page, a dedication page, and eight pages of prompts for each chapter 
in the student worktext. Each of the pages in the template provides 
writing and image prompts to help students write their books. In this 
step of the writing process, students will be writing and illustrating 
using the draft responses in their worktext as a starting point.

The cover has the chapter title in place in the template. Students can 
change the title of their chapter before or after the interior pages have 
been completed.
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Images can be selected to illustrate the digital book from the image 
library. 

Students can choose from myPictures, or from the Story Spark Gallery. 
The myPictures option allows students to upload their own images that 
they have taken with a digital camera or that they have drawn and 
scanned. 

Tabs along the top of the page offer options to further personalize the 
book. For example, you can change the paper color or change the type 
size. There is also a Vocabulary Help option, which lists all of the key 
terms with their definitions so that students can work these words into 
their writing. 

On page three of the template, students begin to respond to prompts 
that allow them to write about what they have learned in the chapter. 
In the digital book students will see an “add text” icon and prompt that 
asks them to respond. The image box has the add image icon and asks 
them to choose an image related to their writing. Students continue 
in this way choosing images, adding text, and saving pages until they 
complete their chapter. 

Teachers can review, edit, and make comments on students’ work. If 
allowed by the teacher, other students can become peer editors and 
make comments on their friends’ digital books.

At the end of the school year, teachers and parents have the option 
of ordering the digital books online. They can preview the books and 
purchase them. They can order a hard or soft cover of the book or 
download a digital version. The books can also be used as a school 
fundraiser in conjunction with a schools’ PTO.

This guide showed how students become authors of their own digital 
storybook with the myStory Book writing strand both in the student 
text and online.
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