
Integrating Social Studies across the Curriculum

Introduction

myWorld  
Social Studies 
Reinforces  
Literacy  
Instruction

This guide discusses how myWorld Social Studies integrates other 
subject content areas into the social studies curriculum. 

Social studies as a discipline is connected to the use of literacy 
skills. In the elementary social studies classroom, a large portion of 
the information that students learn as a whole comes from reading 
textbooks that contain lengthy passages filled with unfamiliar schema 
and abstract concepts, specialized vocabulary, and various text 
features, such as highlighted words, graphs, timelines, photos, and 
maps. myWorld Social Studies helps address these challenges in 
literacy and reading. 

For more information on reading in the social studies classroom look 
at the professional development in the Teacher Guide on page T32–
T35. This resource provides information about metacognition for social 
studies reading, building vocabulary, and visual literacy.
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Reading  
Support in  
myWorld  
Social Studies

myWorld Social Studies provides reading support and teaches reading 
and social studies content. The activities and components in the 
program reinforce literacy, while teaching social studies content. The 
following components in the program provide reading support: 

• Student Worktext
◊ Introduces content-specific vocabulary at the beginning of each

lesson
◊ Interactive format encourages self-monitoring throughout the

lesson
◊ Includes extensive use of graphic organizers to help student

recognize text structure and formulate notes and summaries
◊ Concludes each lesson with a Got it? formative assessment in

which students self-assess their level of comprehension

• Target Reading Skills

◊ Each chapter focuses on one primary target reading
comprehension skill, providing instruction, practice, and
application.

◊ Target Reading Skills include all of the following:
• Main Idea and Detail
• Draw Conclusions
• Cause and Effect
• Categorize
• Compare and Contrast
• Fact and Opinion
• Generalize
• Classify
• Sequence
• Summarize
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Leveled 
Readers

• Words To Know
◊ A Words To Know worksheet is provided for each chapter.
◊ This resource previews difficult vocabulary that students

encounter within the student worktext.
• Teacher Guide

◊ Active Reading pages provide teachers with additional questions
they can ask for each page of the student worktext. These
questions help students comprehend the text, think critically
about the text, and analyze visuals on the page.

myWorld Social Studies contains additional tools that help to promote 
confidence in reading and comprehension. The leveled readers in the 
program specifically use comprehension monitoring to teach content. 
Students read biographies of people from various backgrounds who 
have contributed to the development of the United States. Each 
reader gives students more experience with reading and analyzing 
informational texts.
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Correlating  
myWorld  
Social Studies 
to Your  
Reading  
Program

Writing and 
myWorld  
Social Studies

As mentioned, each chapter in the program highlights a key reading 
skill, such as drawing conclusions. 

In order to integrate social studies lessons more effectively into the 
curriculum, Pearson provided reading correlations in the Teacher Guide 
on pages T52–T55. This correlation matches the reading skill in each 
myWorld Social Studies chapter with similar skills that are highlighted 
in several popular reading programs. This resource shows correlations 
to such programs as Scott Foresman Reading Street © 2011, 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Journeys © 2011, Macmillion McGraw-Hill 
Treasures © 2011, and Harcourt School Storytown © 2008.

myWorld Social Studies incorporates writing into every facet of the 
program. 

The myStory Book Writing Process allows students to practice and 
learn writing and 21st century skills by authoring digital content. This 
feature takes students through the prewriting and writing stages with 
myStory Spark, myStory Ideas, and myStory Book and is integrated 
throughout the program. 
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The professional development lesson on the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS) on pages T16–T19 in the Teacher Guides also shows 
how myWorld Social Studies addresses the CCSS for English Language 
Arts in the categories of Reading Informational Texts and Writing.

In addition to reading and writing, myWorld Social Studies incorporates 
other content subjects into the curriculum. Topics such as government 
and citizenship, geography, economics, and culture are imbedded 
throughout the program in each grade-level curriculum. 

The Social Studies Handbook in the fifth-grade curriculum, Building Our 
Country, contains special lessons in the following content areas:

• Geography—Our Lands and Regions
• Economics—Our Market Economy
• Government—Participating in Our Government

Other Subject 
Content Areas
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21st Century 
Skills

Review

The 21st century skills found in every grade level also contain various 
skills from other content areas. 

Students will practice graph and map skills that are related to such 
content areas as history, government, and math.

This guide discussed how myWorld Social Studies integrates other 
subject content areas into the social studies curriculum.
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