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This guide explores the teaching resources that help you plan for 

instruction and effectively implement the Savvas Physics by Walker 

program. It also examines various program features to help you 

teach your lessons. 

Plan your instruction on both the chapter and lesson levels using the 

tools in the Teacher’s Edition and on MasteringPhysics.com. Use the 

Pacing Guide and Teacher Guides as at-a-glance references for long-

term planning. Use the resources on MasteringPhysics.com for more 

detailed day-to-day lesson planning.

Locate the Pacing Guide in the front matter of your Teacher’s Edition. 

Notice suggestions for the amount of core time to spend on each 

chapter. If you teach on a block schedule, note the amount of block 

time for each chapter given in the parentheses. Also, note the amount 

of time you should expect for each lesson. 

Find pacing for labs, activities, and assessments that support 

each chapter. 

Locate the Teacher Guide at the beginning of each chapter. Review the 

key standards addressed in the chapter, listed on the top left side of 

the page.

Examine the Building Scientific Literacy feature to find tips on how to 

build students’ scientific literacy and support their reading, writing, 

and mathematics skills. Find suggested activities to help your students 

make connections to other fields and increase their learning.

Scan the diagrams that relate to important concepts in the chapter.
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Planning  

Resources on  

MasteringPhysics® 

Use the Chapter Planner as a detailed guide for the upcoming content. 

Follow the suggestions in the Plan section to review information on 

upcoming concepts and to plan your instruction. 

Incorporate the suggestions in the Teach section to highlight key 

concepts and engage students in appropriate activities for each lesson. 

Use the Assess and Remediate section to plan assessments that 

provide insight into student understanding. Then, use the suggestions 

for differentiation and support in this section to enhance your teaching. 

Look to the right-hand columns to find the location of any resources 

mentioned in the planner. 

Notice that the Teacher Guide provides suggestions for 

MasteringPhysics® tutorials and resources at the beginning of each 

chapter section. Review the suggested resources as you plan.

Each Lesson Plan details the objectives and the resources available for 

that lesson. Begin the lesson with the Guiding Question. Conclude by 

having students write down their answer to the Guiding Question as a 

quick assessment. 

Use the presentation slides to highlight the key ideas and examples of 

each lesson. Review the Teach section of the Lesson Plan for activity 

suggestions and tips for teaching and differentiating.
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Chapter 

Features 

Lesson  

Overview 

Engage 

Each chapter begins with a chapter opener page that highlights the 

Big Idea, provides section titles, and includes information on the 

overarching concept of the chapter. Direct students’ attention to this 

page to prepare them for upcoming concepts and relate these concepts 

to real-world situations.

Use the Inquiry Lab at the beginning of each chapter to allow students 

to explore the upcoming concepts and connect their prior knowledge. 

Assess students’ understanding and skills with the Physics Lab at the 

end of each chapter. 

Direct your attention to the Key Questions as you plan a lesson. 

These questions highlight important concepts in each section. Find the 

answers to these questions in bold print within the text.

Each lesson offers various opportunities for your students to engage, 

explain, explore, and evaluate the content. 

Encourage students to read the chapter section, and prompt them to 

consider the concepts before class by assigning the Prelecture Reading 

Questions on MasteringPhysics®. 

Now, take a look at how your lessons incorporate doing science, 

learning science, and making connections within science and  

across disciplines.

Provide students with an opportunity to consider the upcoming 

lesson by engaging them in a discussion about the section’s opening 

paragraph. This paragraph provides an opportunity to probe students’ 

understanding and review prior knowledge of the upcoming concepts. 

Savvas Physics 
Teaching a Lesson

3
Copyright © 2020 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the exclusive trademarks of 
Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries. Pearson and Pearson logo are registered trademarks of Pearson Education, Inc.



Explain 

Explore 

For example, engage students in a discussion of the x-y coordinate 

system at the beginning of a lesson that includes graphing.

Notice the vocabulary listed in the side margins. Use the teacher notes 

and the Reading Support features to help you preteach these concepts.

Utilize the text, Key Questions, and examples within each lesson to 

help students understand the main ideas. Refer to the suggested 

activities in the margins to start a conversation, use visuals, address 

misconceptions, and make connections to prior concepts and real-

world contexts. The example problems model how to use new 

equations and units, provide detailed explanations to questions, and 

offer opportunities to think through and solve problems.  

Whenever possible, make the lesson more student-centered and 

interactive by engaging students in thinking about and discussing the 

concepts in these sections. 

Engage students in explorations and activities to help them understand 

the concepts and make connections between the ideas and real-world 

problems. Review the Lesson Plan on MasteringPhysics® to determine 

appropriate labs and activities to incorporate into your lesson.  

You can find appropriate labs in the Laboratory Manual or in the 

textbook. Use these labs and activities once students have an 

understanding of the main concept and skills required to successfully 

complete the activity. Incorporate as many labs and activities as 

possible to provide opportunities for students to engage in hands-on 

investigation and exploration.  
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Evaluate 

Chapter  

Wrap-Up 

Review 

Use the Practice Problems throughout the chapter section to 

formatively assess students’ understanding of the new concepts.

Close each lesson by asking students to write an answer to the Guiding 

Question for the lesson. Have students complete the Lesson Check, 

which offers additional practice of the lesson concepts, either online at 

MasteringPhysics.com or on paper.

Use the results of these assessments to differentiate support for 

students by assigning the online tutorials and coaching activities on 

MasteringPhysics®.

Review the lessons’ main concepts with the Study Guide at the end of 

each chapter.

Assign problems from the Assessment, which are arranged according 

to the section of the chapter and the type of problem, to offer students 

additional skills and problem-solving practice. 

Use the Standardized Test Prep to offer practice with multiple-choice 

and extended-response questions.

This guide explored the teaching resources that help you plan for 

instruction and effectively implement the Savvas Physics by Walker 

program. It also examined various program features to help you 

teach your lessons. 
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