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Writing to Sources
Introduction

This guide shows you how Reading Street Common Core Writing to
Sources provides comprehensive writing instruction for students in
Kindergarten through sixth grade.
It explains the features of Writing to Sources and how to use it to help
your students meet the Common Core State Standards for Writing.
As you review this guide, follow along with Writing to Sources!

Overview

Writing to Sources offers you flexible resources for writing instruction
and makes fact-finding fun for students! It provides practice with
the three modes of writing: argument or opinion, explanatory or
informative, and narrative. Additionally, it connects students to the
Common Core State Standards for Writing.

Features

Each of the six units of instruction focuses on a specific mode of
writing and is comprised of three types of writing tasks.
Write Like a Reporter has students respond to one source—the main
selection anchor text—by citing evidence from the text.
Connect the Texts has students write to two sources: the main
selection anchor text and the paired selection.
Prove It! gives students opportunities to demonstrate their
understanding while collaborating with their peers. They complete
performance tasks by writing in response to what they read using
multiple sources from the unit.
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More Connect the Texts provides you with additional lessons for
students to practice the different genres within each mode of writing.

Writing to
Sources
Lessons

Every lesson in Writing to Sources has a Student Prompt reproducible.
The prompts ask students to reread passages from the Reading Street
student edition and complete writing tasks. The engaging tasks provide
students with opportunities to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate texts
and create their own written responses. Students then share their
responses in collaborative discussions with their peers.
For example, in Grade 1, Unit Two: Communities, students reread the
Reading Street passage, “Life in the Forest.” In Writing to Sources,
Write Like a Reporter, students write an informational report about one
animal that lives in the forest. They use evidence from the selection to
support their response.
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In Grade 4, Unit Three: Patterns in Nature, students reread the
Reading Street passage, “Eye of the Storm.” In Writing to Sources,
Write Like a Reporter, students find facts to summarize the tasks,
risks, and rewards that storm chasers experience when they record
dangerous weather. Writing a one-paragraph summary that includes
facts, definitions, and concrete details of the events from the text,
students use vocabulary from the selection to help explain the topic.
In Connect the Texts, Grade 1, students reread “Life in the Forest” and
“A Mangrove Forest.” They write sentences about how each forest is
similar and different using evidence from the texts.

Grade 4 students reread “Eye of the Storm” and “Severe Weather
Safety.” Students write a one-paragraph summary about the ways in
which Web sites might be helpful in learning more about storm chasing
and dangerous weather. The summary includes facts, definitions, and
concrete details from both texts and vocabulary from the selections to
help summarize their points clearly.
In Prove It!, Grade 1, students reread “Life in the Forest,” draw a
picture, and write about an animal community using evidence from the
text.
Grade 4 students reread several selections from the unit and take
notes on the sources. They respond to three evidence-based short
response questions, using details from the texts. They discuss their
ideas in small, collaborative groups and then write a compare-contrast
essay on their own about how different features of weather affect the
lives of people and animals. They use facts, details, and examples from
the texts to support their ideas.
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Lesson Plans

The lesson plan includes a Student Prompt along with a detailed
Writing Task Overview and Teacher Directions. It also provides a
description of what should be included in student responses, and
writing rubrics to assess and score their work.

Additional lesson plans can be found in More Connect the Texts. For
example, there are optional lesson plans that include a book review,
persuasive speech, and business proposal.
Suggestions for publishing and tips for presenting student work are
highlighted.
For example, in Grade 4, Unit Two: Teamwork, students are invited to
publish their work in a wiki or blog post. They are also encouraged to
present their argumentative essays to the class.
Additional suggestions for publishing can be found in More Connect
the Texts.
Look for the Common Core State Standards at the end of every
lesson plan.

Review

This guide showed you how Reading Street Common Core Writing to
Sources provides comprehensive writing instruction for students in
Kindergarten through sixth grade.
It explained the features of Writing to Sources and how to use it to
help your students meet the Common Core State Standards for Writing.
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