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Reading Street 2011 
Common Core State Standards

Introduction

K–5 Common 
Core ELA  
Standards

Reading the 
Standards

Practice

This guide briefly reviews the kindergarten through fifth grade English 
Language Arts Common Core State Standards. It will explain how to 
meet these standards with Reading Street materials to prepare for a 
successful transition. 

Pearson authors were integral in writing the Common Core State 
Standards, so Reading Street is in compliance with these standards. 

Here is a review of the structure of the Common Core State Standards.

The standards have several components including College and Career 
Readiness anchor standards, grade-specific standards, and appendices, 
which help teachers understand what students need to do to meet the 
standards. 

To make the standards manageable, Pearson author, Karen Wixson, 
offers this tip. She suggests that administrators and teachers read the 
anchor standards, followed by the appendices and lastly the grade-
specific standards. 

Here is an example from Grade 2 using this approach. Select an 
anchor standard. 
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As an example, choose anchor standard 8 under Integration of 
Knowledge and Ideas. 

For the example, find a grade-appropriate sample task from Appendix 
B that represents this anchor standard. 

Since the anchor standard used in this example is specific to 
informational texts, search the Table of Contents in Appendix B for 
Grades 2–3 Text Exemplars, then Informational Texts, and lastly 
Sample Performance Tasks for Informational Texts. 
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Common Core 
Implementation 
Kit

It is important to determine the skills students need to complete 
these tasks, so think about how these tasks can be broken down into 
manageable subtasks. 

Find the grade-specific standard for the example and look in the 
Reading Standards for Informational Text K–5, then under Grade 2, 
and lastly for Standard 8. The link for all three of these steps is the 
following:

Students identify specific points within a text that support the 
author’s reasoning. 

The Reading Street Common Core Implementation Kit has several 
resources to help teachers tackle the Common Core State Standards. 

The Reading Street Overview and Implementation Guide is a great 
place to start. 

This resource helps teachers dig into the standards and make 
connections to Reading Street. The guide examines the standards 
through the eyes of the authors, who provide suggestions and 
alignments. There are a week of annotated lessons with applicable 
research and Links to Literacy Solutions for connection to other 
programs. The Week at a Glance feature helps teachers prepare for 
the whole week, and the unit Concept Development guides show how 
it ties altogether. 

The kit supports teachers directly with a Writing and Research 
Handbook, a Common Core Weekly Test Teacher’s Manual, a Common 
Core Unit and End-of-Year Benchmark Teacher’s Manual, and 
professional development opportunities. The kit also provides support 
for teachers, students, and families with the Focus on Common Core 
posters and the Family Talk component to support School-to-Home 
Connections to support home involvement. 
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A comprehensive approach 
to integrating the 
Common Core State Standards 
into your program

Key Features
•	  Overview and History of the Common Core State Standards

•	  Annotated Walk-Through of the Common Core State Standards throughout a 
Week on Reading Street

•	 Common Core Essays from Leading Pearson Authors

•	  Unit and Weekly Lesson Plans that Highlight the Common Core State Standards

•	 Program Links to Literacy Solutions including

 iOpeners
 QuickReads
 OnTarget
 Words Their Way

COMMON CORE EDITION

READING STREET

GRADE 4

COMMON CORE EDITION

READING STREET
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Common Core 
Standards in 
Reading Street

Resources

For more information on the kit, refer to the Reading Street Common 
Core Implementation Kit guide found on this Web site.

Reading Street provides Common Core Standards implementation 
support each and every day. Here is a closer look at some essential 
resources that teachers use on a weekly or even daily basis: the 
Teacher’s Edition tabs.

The Weekly Teacher’s Edition tab is a two-sided resource with a Weekly 
Planning Guide and a Concept Development graphic organizer. It can 
be found on the weekly story tab.

The Weekly Planning Guide shows the alignment of the Common Core 
Standards with skills and strategies for the week. 
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The standards are outlined with an instructional summary as well as 
ideas for additional support throughout the week.

The Concept Development graphic organizer guides teachers through 
concept development for the entire unit while providing weekly and 
individual activity ideas.

And finally, there are Teacher’s Edition tabs that show the alignment 
of writing on Reading Street to anchor and grade-specific standards. 
The Volume 1 Teacher’s Editions has the 21st Century Writing tab. In 
Volume 2 Teacher’s Editions, there are Writing Process Teacher’s Edition 
tabs. 

These Teacher’s Edition tabs are an introduction to meeting the 
Common Core Standards with Reading Street instruction.
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Activities

Review

Here are some examples of individual Reading Street activities known 
to support Common Core Standards implementation. 

Reading Street provides a multiday read with specific questions for 
comprehension skills and strategies as well as higher-order thinking 
skills. This feature prepares students to use higher-level skills to 
interpret more complex content.

Look for the graduation cap icon for activities that build students 
competencies in reading, writing, language, and listening and 
speaking. 

This guide reviewed Karen Wixson’s suggestion for reading the 
Common Core State Standards. It also explored Reading Street 
transition resources and examined the features that support the 
implementation of these new standards.

For more information about Reading Street please visit the other 
tutorials on this Web site. 


