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Teaching a Lesson

Introduction

Before We  
Begin

The Four-Part 
Lesson Plan

Lesson  
Planning

This guide discusses the four steps of an enVisionMATH® Common Core 
© 2012 lesson. 

This guide shows both primary and intermediate grade-level examples, 
but teachers can apply what they learn here to their grade levels. 

To follow along, teachers should have their Topic Teacher’s Editions in 
front of them.

After introducing the new math topic, teachers are ready to plan and 
teach a four-part lesson. Although lesson activities vary, the four-part 
instructional design is the same for all grade levels.

To get started, open the appropriate Topic Teacher’s Edition to any 
lesson. On the left, notice the references to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), including the domain, cluster, standard, and 
mathematical practices. 

The math practices with a checkmark are those that have been 
emphasized in the lesson. Remember, the practices are interwoven, 
so teachers will likely see examples of more or all of the practices 
throughout the lesson.
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Part 1—Daily 
Common Core 
Review

To the right of the lesson number, note the Quick and Easy Lesson 
Overview. This overview includes the lesson objective, Essential 
Understanding, key vocabulary terms, and materials. The Essential 
Understanding describes the mathematics that students will 
understand relating to the CCSS. 

Underneath the Quick and Easy Lesson Overview, notice a segment 
from the Math Background for Teachers page. This built-in professional 
development focuses on the mathematical practices.

The first part of the lesson begins with the Daily Common Core Review. 
This review, found on the right, will help reinforce the CCSS.
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Part 2— 
Develop the 
Concept:  
Interactive

Teachers will find this resource master in the Common Core Domain 
Teacher Resource Book, in the Digital Courseware, and on the Digital 
Teacher’s Edition CD-ROM.

The second part of the lesson begins with a Problem-Based Interactive 
Learning activity. The activity helps students develop deep conceptual 
understanding. The mathematical practices are highlighted throughout. 

Teachers will also find suggestions to engage students through 
interactive learning and help them make connections to prior 
knowledge. 

On the first page of the lesson plan in the Teacher’s Edition for primary 
grades, teachers will find a recording sheet for the Interactive Learning 
activity.
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Part 3— 
Develop the 
Concept:  
Visual

For intermediate grades, there may be an Interactive Learning 
Recording Sheet, or students might draw their own diagram to solve 
the problem. The Interactive Learning Recording Sheet is found online.

In the Topic Teacher’s Edition, teachers will find questions in blue type 
throughout the lesson. These questions help students think critically 
about the math. Students develop a deeper understanding of the 
concept as they answer the questions and solve the problem. 
Consider using the Extend questions to challenge students.

After the Interactive Learning activity, continue developing the concept 
in the third part of the lesson. During instruction, use visual learning 
strategies.

The Visual Learning Bridge displayed across the top of the Student 
page illustrates the math process or concept one step at a time; this 
makes the math explicit for students and parents. The CCSS is listed in 
each Visual Learning Bridge. 

Key vocabulary words are highlighted in yellow so that teachers 
can quickly identify them and discuss them with their classes. The 
questions included in the Teacher’s Edition help them probe deeper, 
assess understanding, and identify and dispel any misunderstandings 
their students might have.
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Third-Grade 
Example

Visual  
Learning  
Animations

Guided  
Practice

In this third-grade example below, students learn to think of 
multiplication as repeated addition. The example asks students to think 
about and explain how multiplication is like repeated addition and how 
to use multiplication to solve problems. When students think critically 
and answer questions, they deepen their understanding of the math 
concept.

In addition to the Visual Learning Bridge, teachers can use the 
Visual Learning Animations to deepen and reinforce their students’ 
understanding. These interactive animations make the math come 
alive. 

While teaching with the Visual Learning Animations, teachers 
control the lesson by stepping through each frame one by one. They 
determine when it is time to move ahead.

After the visual learning activity, use the Guided Practice problems to 
check for understanding. During the Guided Practice, students explain, 
write, and create their own problems.

Throughout the Guided Practice, teachers will see error intervention 
tips to help students get back on track and a reteaching suggestion to 
use if students need additional practice. 
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Independent 
Practice 

Part 4—Close/
Assess and  
Differentiate

Now students are prepared to complete Independent Practice 
problems. 

The mathematical practices are highlighted throughout the Guided 
Practice and Independent Practice sections in all grades. The problem-
solving exercises in each lesson apply mathematical practices and 
higher-order thinking skills.

Have students complete the practice problems, then close the lesson, 
assess understanding, differentiate instruction, and observe the eight 
mathematical practices in action with teacher-guided and independent, 
leveled center activities.

Close the lesson by discussing the Essential Understanding. 
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Next, use the Quick Check to assess student understanding of lesson 
content. 

Notice that each Quick Check includes an open-ended question that 
requires a written response. Teachers will find a scoring rubric in their 
Topic Teacher’s Editions that includes three levels of performance and 
samples of student work. 

They will also see English language learner (ELL) teaching strategies to 
help ELLs complete their written responses. 

Then, based on students’ scores, prescribe differentiated instruction. 
Use the Intervention Activity with students who need extra help while 
the other students complete a center-based activity with partners or in 
small groups.
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Review

The leveled homework provides an additional practice opportunity 
based on each student’s level of understanding. 

The masters for the leveled homework are available in the Common 
Core Domain Teacher Resource Book.

This guide discussed how to teach the four parts of an enVisionMATH 
Common Core © 2012 lesson.

For more information, please watch the other enVisionMATH tutorials 
on this Web site.


