
Writing with Reading Street

Introduction

Writers must have a purpose and audience as 
well as control of the subject and form. The 
writing process follows phases such as drafting, 
feedback, revision, and perfecting as writers 
think, review, and consult. This guide will explain 
how Reading Street for California teaches writing 
through authentic and integrated experiences 
such as daily writing prompts and literature 
responses.

Comprehensive Writing Program

Reading Street for California has a comprehensive 
writing program that meets the needs of students 
at every grade level. In kindergarten, students 
begin learning how to write by drawing pictures 
and forming sentences. In the grades that follow, 
formal writing lessons develop students’ skills so 
that they can develop paragraphs and essays. 
Students learn to write in narrative, expository, 
descriptive, and persuasive formats.

Kindergarten

Students write daily in kindergarten. They 
model writing after their teacher and have 
opportunities to experiment independently. The 
writing is connected to the weekly grammar and 
phonics skills as well as the literature students 
read. Students use pictures with their words 
to communicate ideas. An example of an early 
kindergarten assignment is for students to 
respond to something they read by creating a 
picture and sentence describing the events in the 
book. This activity also incorporates the Amazing 
Words. Amazing Words are words that develop 
speaking and listening vocabulary. 
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Grades 1–5

Students engage in daily writing activities for 
language, grammar, and writing skill development 
in Grades 1–5. The writing lessons may focus 
on vocabulary or on writing traits such as voice. 
In addition to writing lessons, students respond 
to literature and the weekly concept while 
integrating lesson skills. These opportunities are 
present during language arts time and during 
read and comprehend activities, such as when 
completing a Think, Talk, and Write. There 
are also opportunities for independent inquiry 
projects so students can investigate a topic they 
enjoy and apply their writing skills in a paragraph 
or essay.

The writing lessons are organized around a 
routine that encourages the writing process. 
The teacher provides instruction at each stage 
of writing. During the editing stage, students 
practice their grammar skills because they are 
integrated into the lesson. Students learn to write through modeling, guided practice, and 
independent application. To support instruction, teachers use transparencies of exemplary 
writing models to show what students can strive to achieve as well as sample texts to help 
students learn the revision and editing process. Teachers use the writing workshop to teach, 
practice, and confer with students.

An example of a Grade 1 writing activity is for students to write a realistic story and use 
voice in their writing (example on the left). Students write fictional stories that could really 
happen, while demonstrating how they feel about a topic. Students read realistic fiction and 
have opportunities to write as well. In Grade 4, students continue to work on realistic fiction 
but they relate the topic to literature and concept development (example on the right). 
Students practice revision and then apply what they learn to their writing. In the example 
shown in the image below, students learn to delete unnecessary words and phrases. 
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Writing Assessment

There are rubrics for each week’s writing lesson in the four categories of writing: narrative, 
descriptive, persuasive, and expository. The rubric is a checklist of traits and skills that 
students use to monitor their progress and teachers use to assess the final products. These 
rubrics are located in the Day 5 Language Arts section of the Teacher’s Edition as well as in 
the Writing Rubrics and Anchor Papers Assessment book.

Review

This guide explained that Reading Street for California has a comprehensive writing program 
through lessons that teach skills and traits and daily writing prompts that help students 
respond to literature and weekly questions. Students have many opportunities to write 
during reading comprehension lessons and writer’s workshop. Reading Street for California 
supports students in becoming better writers through these opportunities and exemplary 
models and literature. 
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