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This guide covers the background, philosophy, components, and four-
step program organization of Evaluación del desarrollo de la lectura™ 
Segunda edición, or EDL2, for Grades K–6. You will understand the 
purpose of the EDL2 and how to use the components. EDL2 is based 
on the process of observing and analyzing students’ reading behaviors 
that reflect universal aspects of literacy.

Research based and widely field tested, EDL2 helps students become 
independent successful readers by giving educators the right mix of 
tools necessary to assess reading engagement, oral reading fluency, 
and comprehension. EDL2 helps educators in dual-language, bilingual, 
and immersion classrooms identify each student’s reading ability, 
document progress, and implement effective reading instruction. 
Teachers observe, record, and evaluate changes in students’ 
performance reading in Spanish. 

EDL2 was designed to support teachers by providing an assessment 
to observe Spanish literacy development of students in various types 
of instructional programs. The focus of EDL2 is to observe and assess 
students’ use of strategies and comprehension within the act of 
reading. It enables teachers to observe universal aspects of literacy 
development that extend across languages. 
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EDL2 assesses students’ reading ability in three major areas of 
development: oral reading fluency, comprehension, and word study. 
These three areas form the Independent Reader Model.

Word Study includes phonics and decoding strategies. Fluency is the 
ability to read aloud with speed, accuracy, and proper expression. 
Comprehension is the meaning a reader derives from a piece of text 
and the ability to clearly demonstrate that understanding. 

EDL2 measures these critical reading components leading to a Focus 
for Instruction that links students’ strengths and needs to direct 
instruction.

EDL2 components come in one Grade K–6 kit. This kit includes a 
English/Spanish Teacher Resource Guide, forty-seven Spanish language 
Benchmark Assessment books, blackline masters, a training DVD in 
English and Spanish and the EDL2 Progress Monitoring Assessment, 
Verificar el progreso.
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Covering a variety of multicultural topics, the developmentally 
appropriate Benchmark Assessment books provide text in fiction and 
nonfiction to give students exposure to informational texts. Levels of 
difficulty are indicated on a scale from A through 60.

With these resources, you will be able to determine each student’s 
independent reading level while identifying areas of strength and 
instructional priority needs.

The Developmental Stages of Reading have been scaffolded in EDL2 
to maximize a student’s transition to biliteracy and to facilitate the 
student’s ability to read in a second language as measured by the 
DRA2. 

The core of the EDL2 is a one-on-one interactive conference between 
the student and the teacher. The teacher records the student’s reading 
behaviors and uses this information to plan effective instruction. 
Using the 4-Step Assessment Plan, a teacher can identify a student’s 
independent level and identify strengths and instructional priority 
needs. These four steps include Reading Engagement, Oral Reading, 
Comprehension, and Teacher Analysis.

In the first step, Reading Engagement, the teacher will begin by 
assessing how engaged the student is as a reader through oral or 
written questions and anecdotal information. For levels A–24, the 
teacher will use information from daily classroom observations and 
the student’s responses to the Reading Engagement questions/
prompts to complete the Continuum. For Levels 28–60, students 
will independently record what they have been reading over recent 
months and identify their own strengths, needs, and goals as readers. 
The student’s responses on the Informe del lector are used to select 
continuum descriptors that best match the student’s level of Reading 
Engagement. This information is used for informing classroom 
instruction but not for purposes of identifying an independent level.
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The Reading Conference, Step 2, provides the teacher opportunities 
to analyze and record each student’s performance. The student reads 
aloud from the selected Benchmark Assessment Book. As the student 
reads, the teacher records responses and behaviors to evaluate oral 
reading fluency, based upon accuracy, phrasing, and expression. 
Miscues that are not self-corrected are counted as errors and recorded 
to determine the student’s percentage of accuracy. Beginning at Level 
14, fluency will be timed. 

In Step 3, comprehension is evaluated after the oral reading. This 
process helps the teacher monitor, confirm, or redirect the student’s 
ongoing reading achievement. 

Depending on the level being assessed, the student might be asked to 
retell the story, and the teacher will record responses on the Resumen 
del cuento to select continuum descriptors that best reflect the 
student’s performance. 

At levels 28–60, the student might write a scaffolded or full summary 
of the text, and the teacher will use the information from the Folleto 
de estudiante to select continuum descriptors that best reflect the 
student’s performance.  

Step 4 Teacher Analysis offers teachers a variety of instructional 
techniques for each student’s reading progress. 

Based on the selected statements, the teacher determines the 
student’s performance level for each skill descriptor at the independent 
level. The teacher circles statements on the EDL2 continuum that 
describes the reading behaviors exhibited by the student. 

To identify the student’s priority instructional needs at the independent 
level, the teacher locates areas that need improvement on the EDL2 
Continuum. These are the descriptors that the teacher identifies as 
Emerging/Intervention and Developing/Instructional as a guide to help 
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select three to five learning and teaching activities on the Focus for 
Instruction.

The teacher then uses the EDL2 Focus for Instruction to determine the 
most effective instructional path for the student. 

All Instructional Priorities at the Independent level are selected on the 
Focus for Instruction. Once each student has an instructional plan, the 
teacher can begin implementing flexible groups.

Students learn to read and develop as readers at different rates. 
Using EDL2 periodically enables you to monitor changes over time in 
students’ reading performances and confirms ongoing observations 
and impressions of student reading achievement. Some students may 
need additional literacy instruction and support in learning how to 
read. 
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EDL2 Progress Monitoring, Verificar el progreso, provides a quick, 
standardized procedure for teachers to monitor the progress 
of struggling readers in a variety of instructional settings. The 
assessment is administered during a one-on-one conference. The 
assessment can be administered every two to three weeks to confirm 
effective teaching practices, document student progress toward 
established benchmarks, and also provides suggested instructional 
interventions for each skill assessed.

This guide covers the background, philosophy, components, and four-
step program organization of Evaluación del desarrollo de la lectura™ 
Segunda edición, or EDL2, for Grades K–6. You will understand the 
purpose of the EDL2 and how to use the components. EDL2 is based 
on the process of observing and analyzing students’ reading behaviors 
that reflect universal aspects of literacy.


