
Program Components

Introduction

Opening the World of Learning (OWL) is a comprehensive, bilingual, pre-Kindergarten 
program made up of eight theme-based units. The OWL curriculum is designed to develop 
oral language and early literacy skills in pre-Kindergarten students. This guide introduces 
the essential program components. All components include English and Spanish versions. 

Teaching Resources

OWL includes resources that provide guidance and support for teachers as they plan and 
instruct. 

Planning and Assessment Teacher’s Guide

The Planning and Assessment Teacher’s Guide is the first place to find answers when 
implementing the program. It provides a program overview as well as planning support. 
Teachers can find ideas on how to set up their classroom, establish routines, and 
differentiate instruction. The Planning and Assessment Teacher’s Guide also includes 
assessment tools, forms, and checklists, as well as other valuable resources such as a word 
list and glossary.
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Teacher’s Guides, Units 1–8

Teacher’s Guides provide complete daily lesson plans for half-day and full-day schedules. 
There are separate guides for each of the eight theme-based units.

Each week begins with a five-day planner, which provides a convenient overview of the 
upcoming week’s activities. Instructional pages, presented in both English and Spanish, 
include detailed plans for each lesson taught throughout the day. 

Literature to Read Aloud

Engaging, age-appropriate text is an essential component of OWL and is built into daily 
instruction. 

Trade Books

Each week of instruction includes a designated Trade Book. These books consist of an 
assortment of stories, folk tales, informational fiction, and nonfiction texts that are rich in 
concepts and oral vocabulary. 
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Big Books and Little Big Books 

Big Books feature rhyme and repetition and are used during the Day 5 Literacy Circle lesson 
to teach concepts of print, phonological awareness, and alphabet knowledge. There is one 
Big Book for each unit of instruction. Most Big Books have corresponding Little Big Books for 
student use. 

Read Aloud Anthology 

Each week includes one to three selections from the Read Aloud Anthology. These selections 
are used as part of the Extend Your Day lesson. The anthology features a variety of genres, 
including fairy tales, nursery rhymes, poems, and retelling of classic tales. 

Read More About It Books

Read More About It Books, used during the Story Time lesson, extend science and social 
studies concepts through stories, poems, nonfiction articles, environmental print, and fine 
art. One paired selection is used for each week of instruction. 

Ollie and Friends Readers

Ollie and Friends Readers consist of eight thematically related titles that address each of the 
unit concepts. They feature simple, patterned text and usually present one work per page. 

Teaching Cards and Posters

Teaching Cards and Posters provide opportunities for additional practice and progress 
monitoring. 

Story Time Reading Cards

Story Time Reading Cards assist teachers as they plan read aloud activities. The cards 
include one reading model for each Trade Book and Read More About It selection.

Copyright © 2020 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the 
exclusive trademarks of Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries. 

Program Components
OWL: Opening the World of LearningOWL: Opening the World of Learning



Amazing Word Cards

Amazing Word Cards are used to develop rich vocabulary selected from the Trade Books 
and Read More About It selections. Six new words are introduced each week. An explicit, 
systematic teaching routine is found on the back of each Amazing Word Card. This routine 
provides teachers with an opportunity to monitor children’s oral vocabulary development. 

Concept Word Cards

Concept Word Cards develop basic vocabulary related to the concept of the week. There are 
six cards per instructional week. Each card includes a guide for explicit teaching, so that 
teachers can further monitor children’s development of oral vocabulary. 

Alphabet Cards

Bilingual Alphabet Cards, which display English on one side and Spanish on the other, are 
used to develop alphabetic knowledge. 
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Envision It! Retelling Storyboards

There is one Envision It! Retelling Storyboard for each Trade Book. These storyboards are 
used as children practice retelling the text they reviewed during the week. 

Ollie’s Envision It! Learning Strips

Ollie’s Envision It! Learning Strips, featuring Ollie and his friends, are used to introduce 
instructional routines, management routines, and self-regulation concepts. 

Phonological and Phonemic Awareness Picture Cards

Phonological and Phonemic Awareness Picture Cards include an image on the front and a 
corresponding word on the back. These cards can be used for whole-group, small-group, 
and independent literary activities. 

Poetry Posters

There is one Poetry Poster for each week of instruction. Posters present poems and rhymes 
that relate to the concept of the week. They are designed to develop oral language, 
phonological awareness, and alphabet knowledge. 

Other Classroom Resources 

OWL includes a variety of additional classroom resources to make learning fun and 
engaging. 
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Ollie Puppet

Ollie the OWL puppet is used throughout instruction to introduce vocabulary and concepts. 

Ollie’s Classroom Schedule 

OWL includes twenty Ollie’s Classroom Schedule Posters, which are used to promote self-
regulation. 

OWL Manipulative Kit

The OWL Manipulative Kit includes resources such as magnetic letters, color cubes, and 
musical instruments that provide opportunities for hands-on learning throughout the day. 
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Digital Resources 

OWL’s digital resources provide tools that enhance classroom instruction and support 
communication between school and home. 

Sing Along Songs and Poems Audio CD

The Sing Along Songs and Poems Audio CD supports activities by providing recordings of 
Sing Along Songs and Poetry Posters. It can be used as a resource to support development 
of oral language skills and phonological awareness. It also provides a fun way to explore 
different styles of music.

AudioText CD

The AudioText CD is designed for use in the Reading/Library Center. Recordings of Trade 
Books, Read More About It Books, and Big Books provide children with an opportunity to 
learn through listening. 

Ollie’s Resources for Teachers and Families CD-ROM 

The Ollie’s Resources for Teachers and Families CD-ROM provides printable ancillaries such 
as graphic organizers and hands-on activity aids. It also includes materials such as Family 
Times Newsletters, which support communication between school and home. 
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Review

This guide discussed the program components teachers will use as they plan and instruct 
with OWL.

The primary teaching resources are the Planning and Assessment Teacher’s Guide and the 
eight unit-based Teacher’s Guides. 

Read aloud literature includes Trade Books, Big Books and Little Big Books, and a Read 
Aloud Anthology. Teachers will also use Read More About It Books and Ollie and Friends 
Readers. 

Teaching cards and posters provide opportunities for additional practice and progress 
monitoring. OWL includes Story Time Reading Cards as well as Amazing Word Cards, 
Concept Word Cards, and Alphabet Cards. Lessons also include Envision It! Retelling 
Storyboards and Ollie’s Envision It! Learning Strips. Teachers further support instruction 
with the Phonological and Phonemic Awareness Picture Cards and Poetry Posters. 

Other classroom resources include Ollie the OWL Puppet and Ollie’s Classroom Schedule. 
The OWL Manipulative Kit is designed to promote active, hands-on learning throughout the 
day.  

OWL also provides several digital resources, such as the Sing Along Songs and Poems Audio 
CD and the AudioText CD. Ollie’s Resources for Teachers and Families CD-ROM provides 
printable ancillaries as well as resources that promote communication between school and 
home. 

OWL includes a variety of resources to support teachers in creating a fun, productive 
learning environment!

Copyright © 2020 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the 
exclusive trademarks of Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries. 

Program Components
OWL: Opening the World of LearningOWL: Opening the World of Learning




