
Lesson Walk-Through

Introduction

Planning for 
Instruction  
and  
Assessment

Environmental Science © 2011 offers opportunities for teaching 
environmental science that fully integrate text, inquiry, and digital 
resources. The program offers a variety of tools to assist teachers in 
planning for understanding, setting assessment goals, and teaching 
the concepts. MyEnvironmentalScience.com and the Classroom 
Resource DVD-ROM offer engaging digital content, assessments, and 
editable instructional and lab materials. This guide provides teachers 
with suggestions on using these materials to teach a typical lesson 
from the program. 

Planning for assessment and instruction begins with 
MyEnvironmentalScience.com or the Classroom Resource DVD-ROM. 
The Lesson Plan section gives teachers guidance in planning instruction 
for chapters and lessons. Lesson plans include objectives, hyperlinks 
to lesson activities, materials lists, pacing suggestions, and teacher 
notes. 

Lesson Plans are located in the Savvas Content area of 
MyEnvironmentalScience.com. To navigate to Lesson Plans, select the 
chapter, and then choose Lesson Plans. The options include plans for 
introducing the chapter with the Central Case and each lesson.
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Central Case

Lesson  
Highlights

Lesson  
Objectives

The Central Case is used to highlight the Enduring Understanding 
and Big Question that students will need to know to for each chapter. 
The Enduring Understanding is the overall concept addressed in the 
chapter, and the Big Question is asked to provide a focus and purpose 
for learning as students address the Enduring Understanding that they 
must understand by the end of the chapter.

To learn more about the Enduring Understandings and Big Questions, 
please refer to the Applying Understanding by Design tutorial guide.

Each lesson is arranged so that there are plenty of opportunities to 
engage with content that connects to the Central Case and the Big 
Question. 

Lessons begin by introducing Knowledge and Skills objectives, as well 
as Reading Strategy and Vocabulary.
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Lesson Plan 
Preview

Key  
Knowledge 
and Skills

Vocabulary

Inquiry  
Activities

The Teacher’s Edition offers a preview of lesson inquiry activities, 
real-world connections, differentiated instruction, and resources. The 
Lesson Plan preview is always shown as blue text in the margin of the 
first page of each lesson.

As students read the chapter, they are reminded of the Knowledge and 
Skills objectives each time they encounter the key icon. 

Highlights also notify students each time that a new lesson vocabulary 
word is introduced.

Lesson inquiry activities are available on MyEnvironmentalScience. 
com and the Classroom Resource DVD-ROM. These editable activities 
include the Paper and Pencil Activity, the In Your Neighborhood Activity, 
and the Outdoor Lab. 

The Lab Manual for the chapter is located in the Savvas Content area of 
MyEnvironmentalScience.com. To navigate to the Lab Manual, select 
the Lab Manual folder. 
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Lesson 
Activities

Graph It:  
Global  
Freshwater 
Resources

One inquiry activity for Chapter 14, Lesson 1 is the Paper and Pencil 
Activity: Watershed Boundaries. In this activity, students learn how 
watershed boundaries are defined. 

Chapter 14, Lesson 1 also features a teacher demonstration activity. 
The demonstration illustrates how much of the Earth’s total amount 
of water is actually fresh water. The teacher pours different quantities 
of water into a two-liter plastic bottle to represent the different types 
of water. The instructions for the demonstration are included in the 
Lesson Plan.

The Lesson Plan also features Lesson Links to activities that teachers 
can use to teach and reinforce the lesson’s objectives. These activities 
are accessible by clicking the hyperlinks on the Lesson Plan or by 
navigating directly to the lesson resources on MyEnvironmentalScience.
com or the Classroom Resource DVD-ROM. 

There are a variety of activities for Chapter 14, Lesson 1. The following 
describes a few.

In this online activity, students create a graph showing the total fresh 
water resources for each continent. 
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Map It: The 
Mississippi  
River  
Watershed

Study  
Workbook

Assessment

This activity is available in the student edition or as an online activity. 
Students practice their map skills by interpreting, explaining, and 
inferring map data. 

The Study Workbook provides activities to introduce the Big Question, 
preview vocabulary, organize concepts, and reinforce math and reading 
skills. This program resource is available as a traditional printed 
workbook or as editable worksheets on MyEnvironmentalScience.com 
and the Classroom Resource DVD-ROM.

The Student Worksheets are located in the Savvas Content area of 
MyEnvironmentalScience.com. To navigate to the worksheets, select 
the chapter, and then choose the Student Worksheets. 

The assessment options ask students to connect what they have 
learned to the Big Question and the Central Case. Assessments occur 
during the lesson, after the lesson, and at the conclusion of the 
chapter.

During the lesson, students are asked to think about what they have 
learned and relate it to the Central Case. On page 423 in the student 
edition, the Connect to the Central Case asks, “What forms the eastern 
boundary of the Colorado Watershed?”
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Review

The Assessment section at the end of each lesson asks students to 
complete items related to the lesson’s objectives. 

Finally, on page 447 in the student edition, students must apply what 
they have learned to complete Make Your Case, an activity related 
to the Central Case, and relate it back to the chapter’s Big Question. 

Additional assessments are available on MyEnvironmentalScience.com 
or the Classroom Resource DVD-ROM. These include Self Tests, Lesson 
Assessments, and two versions of the Chapter Test. 

This guide provided a lesson walk-through of Environmental Science 
© 2011. It explained the planning tools available for each chapter. 
It also explained how to launch the study of a chapter. Finally, this 
guide introduced lesson features, inquiry activities, Study Workbook 
activities, and assessments.
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