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Program Overview

Introduction

What is  
ReadyGEN™?

What is the 
ReadyGEN™ 
philosophy?

How is  
ReadyGEN™ 
organized?

This guide discusses ReadyGEN™, a comprehensive core literacy 
curriculum built specifically for the Common Core Standards. 

Review features that equip you with the tools and practices necessary 
to meet the expectations and instructional shifts of the standards in 
order to help all students become college and career ready.

ReadyGEN™ is a comprehensive core literacy curriculum for 
Kindergarten through Grade 5. ReadyGEN™ uses topically organized 
text sets and highly engaging routines to build students’ knowledge 
and promote sustained critical thinking. 

The goal of ReadyGEN™ is to equip all teachers and students with the 
tools and practices necessary to meet the expectations of the Common 
Core Standards. 

ReadyGEN™ builds strong, independent readers and writers through a 
lesson structure that develops an understanding of big ideas through 
conceptually coherent text sets. The text sets are a collection of texts 
deliberately organized around topics.

ReadyGEN™ units focus on science and social studies standards-based 
topics, using text sets to systematically build knowledge for sustained 
periods of time.

The Big Idea, Essential Questions, and Enduring Understandings guide 
student thinking and create a culture of inquiry around the unit text 
sets and tasks. This careful structuring of texts, tasks, ideas, and 
inquiry is designed to achieve the deep and transferable knowledge at 
the heart of the Common Core Standards.
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Unit Module 
Structure

What are  
the student 
resources?

Text Sets

ReadyGEN™ is organized around units and modules. At Kindergarten 
through Grade 2, there are six units per grade level. At Grades 3 
through 5, there are four units at each grade level. Each unit has two 
modules, and each module has a text set. 

ReadyGEN™ students have access to twelve full-length authentic trade 
books, a Text Collection, Sleuth, a leveled text library, Reader’s and 
Writer’s Journals, and Assessment Student Books. 

Every ReadyGEN™ module is organized around a text set that includes 
trade books, Text Collection, and Sleuth. The Text Collection is a 
collection of topically related texts bound together. 

The collection consists of multiple genres including poems, primary 
sources, biographies and more. In Kindergarten and Grade 1, Unit 1, 
the Text Collection is in a big book format. 

All texts are aligned to the complexity requirements outlined in the 
Common Core Standards, ensuring that all students interact with 
appropriate grade-level texts. The purpose of the text set is to provide 
students the opportunity to read a variety of texts (such as texts of 
differing lengths and multiple genres) all centered around the same topic. 
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Sleuth

Leveled Text 
Library

Reader’s  
and Writer’s 
Journal

Sleuth, a magazine-style reader, is a collection of short texts used to 
teach and practice the steps of close reading. 

In Grades 1 through 5, each student receives a copy of Sleuth. At 
Kindergarten, Sleuth is a read aloud and housed in the back of the 
Teacher’s Guide. 

Students learn to “read like a detective” as they follow the Sleuth steps 
for close reading:

• Look for Clues/Gather evidence;
• Ask Questions;
• Make Your Case; and
• Prove It! by completing performance tasks to demonstrate

understanding.

ReadyGEN™ students also have access to a Leveled Text Library. This 
collection of sixty topically related texts at each grade spans multiple 
reading levels. 

Selections are accessible in both print and digital formats; the digital 
etext includes audio. Leveled texts are ideal for small-group or 
independent reading practice. Instructional plans to support the leveled 
texts appear in the back of the ReadyGEN™ Teacher’s Guide. 

ReadyGEN™ students respond to texts and practice skills in print or 
online in the Reader’s and Writer’s Journal. As they complete writing 
activities in their journal, students are prompted to revisit the text to 
incorporate specific text-based evidence. 
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Assessment  
Student Book

What are  
the teacher 
resources?

Implementation 
Guide

Teacher’s Guide

The consumable Assessment Student Book contains the student 
Baseline and End-of-Unit Assessments. 

The ReadyGEN™ teacher resources consist of Teacher’s Guides, an 
Implementation Guide, a Reader’s and Writer’s Journal Teacher’s 
Guide, a Scaffolded Strategies Handbook, an Assessment Book 
Teacher’s Manual, and a Phonics Kit or Word Analysis Kit. 

The Implementation Guide provides an overview of the ReadyGEN™ 
philosophy, research, Scope and Sequence, and Common Core 
Standards Correlations. It also includes pacing recommendations and 
guidance on balancing whole-group, small-group, and guided-reading 
activities. 

The Teacher’s Guide provides instructional support to help all students 
meet the goals of the Common Core Standards. There is one volume 
per unit. At Grades K–2, there are six volumes. At Grades 3–5, there 
are four volumes.

Teachers will find lessons for close reading of the texts, focused 
instruction and practice, small-group plans, and writing instruction. 
Built-in progress monitoring leads to culminating summative and 
performance tasks for each module. 

Look to the back of the Teacher’s Guides for Routines, Graphic 
Organizers, Text Complexity Rubrics, Handwriting, and Leveled Text 
Instructional Plans. 
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Scaffolded 
Strategies 
Handbook

The Scaffolded Strategies Handbook provides deeper, targeted support 
for small groups as well as whole-group time. Each grade level 
handbook extends the instruction in the Teacher’s Guide with focused 
support, tools, and useful strategies for teachers of English language 
learners, struggling learners, and advanced learners. The Scaffolded 
Strategies Handbook is divided into three parts: Unlock the Text, 
Unlock the Writing, and Routines and Activities. 

The Unlock the Text section provides a lesson for every anchor text 
and supporting text selection. Each lesson is divided into three parts: 
Prepare to Read, Interact with Text, and Express and Extend. 

The Unlock the Writing section provides scaffolded writing lessons in 
the three modes of writing outlined by the Common Core Standards. 
The lessons guide students through the tasks necessary to successfully 
complete the Performance-Based Assessments. 

The Routines and Activities section is a toolbox of ideas and activities to 
support English language learners, and struggling readers and writers. 



Reader’s and 
Writer’s  
Journal  
Teacher’s Guide

The Assessment 
Book Teacher’s 
Manual

The Reader’s and Writer’s Journal Teacher’s Guide provides answers 
for the student Reader’s and Writer’s Journal.

The Assessment Book Teacher’s Manual provides an overview of the 
ReadyGEN™ assessment program. It describes the baseline, formative, 
performance-based, and summative End-of-Unit Assessments. The 
Teacher’s Manual includes test administration information as well as 
answer keys, rubrics, and charts for scoring and recording student 
performance on the various tests. It also offers tips for assessing 
English language learners and provides fluency and running record 
information. 
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Phonics Kit  
and Word  
Analysis Kit

Lesson  
Structure

The ReadyGEN™ program includes two different elementary kits that 
integrate foundational reading skills into instructional routines and 
activities. 

The Phonics Kit for Grades K–3 includes a Teacher’s Guide; decodable 
readers; and interactive tools, such as picture cards, alphabet cards, 
letter tiles, and activity mats to support foundational skills instruction. 

A Word Analysis Kit for Grades 4–5 includes a Teacher’s Guide, weekly 
practice readers, vocabulary cards and letter tiles for all weeks of 
instruction that focus on word study and analysis skills. 

The lesson design in ReadyGEN™ builds independent readers and 
writers through rich discussion of text and daily writing using the 
principles of the gradual release of responsibility framework. 

Every Teacher’s Guide has a unit module planner page that outlines 
the daily lessons. Each lesson shows the text and the reading and 
writing focus. The planner also includes the suggested time stamps for 
reading, small group, and writing instruction which are highlighted in 
the side margin. 

Each lesson starts with oral or shared reading instruction followed by 
Focused Reading Instruction, Scaffolded Small-Group Instruction, and 
Writing.
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Assessments

Technology

ReadyGEN™’s comprehensive assessment system puts students on 
the path to Next Generation Assessment success. There are four main 
parts to the ReadyGEN™ assessment program: a baseline assessment, 
formative assessments, performance-based assessments, and 
summative assessments.

The Baseline Assessment provides a starting point for each child in 
your class. During each lesson, you will assess the targeted skills and 
standards using the Monitor Progress Formative Assessments. Every 
module has a Performance-Based Assessment that can be used to 
measure students’ mastery of the standards. 

The Enduring Understandings, Essential Questions, and Module 
Goals align to the Performance-Based Assessment. The instruction 
throughout the module gives students the tools they need to complete 
the Performance-Based Assessment. 

The End-of-Unit Assessments are summative assessments that can 
give teachers further data on students’ mastery of the standards.

Teachers access ReadyGEN™ digital components through Savvas 
Realize™.  (www.savvasrealize.com)

Teachers can access their materials at point of use on whichever device 
they choose: a tablet, desktop, or laptop. ReadyGEN™’s digital content 
is organized in a way that allows teachers to search by keyword, 
browse by a table of contents, or browse by standards. Teachers can 
personalize learning and customize assessments.

Students can engage with digital tools such as the ACTIVe–Book 
technology, which allows them to interact with the texts and write in 
response to what they read.



Putting It All 
Together

Review

ReadyGEN™ is a common core comprehensive literacy program 
that uses topically related text sets and routines-based instruction. 
Students are taught to carefully analyze and synthesize sources, 
write to sources and defend claims. Scaffolded instruction in the 
Unit Teacher’s Guide and the Scaffolded Strategies Handbook helps 
teachers meet the needs of diverse learners and helps them achieve 
the goals of the Common Core Standards.

This guide discussed ReadyGEN™, a comprehensive core literacy 
curriculum built specifically for the Common Core Standards. 

It reviewed features that equip you with the tools and practices 
necessary to meet the expectations and instructional shifts of the 
standards in order to help all students become college and career 
ready.
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