Program Components
Three Learning Paths
Interactive Science is a standards-based, nextgeneration science program for middle grades.
Interactive Science features three learning paths:
•
•
•

a text path;
an inquiry-based path; and
an engaging digital path.

Teachers may choose to follow one instructional
path or integrate all three.

Text Resources

Student Write-in Editions
Interactive Science features twelve student write-in editions. The write-in student edition is
not a workbook but rather an interactive text. It provides students with a personal record of
their learning experiences. Interactive Science allows students to read, write, draw, graph,
and self-assess all in one place. The interactive student editions engage students while
encouraging them to foster ownership for their own learning.
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Science Strands Key
Science and
Technology

Earth Science

Life Science

Physical Science

Science and
Technology

Earth’s Structure

Ecology and the
Environment

Introduction to
Chemistry

Earth’s Surface

Cells and Heredity

Forces and Energy

Water and the
Atmosphere

The Diversity of Life

Sound and Light

Astronomy and
Space Science

Human Body
Systems
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Teacher’s Resources
There are many resources available to teachers with Interactive Science, including the
Teacher’s Edition Resource, Lesson Planner, lesson notes, activities, and more.
Teacher’s Editions
Each Interactive Science module has an accompanying spiral-bound Teacher’s Edition
Resource.
These resources include teaching strategies and tips as well as advice from the program
authors. Grant Wiggins provides valuable information about the Understanding by Design®
framework, Michael Padilla offers scaffolded inquiry strategies, and subject matter experts
provide valuable teaching strategies and content information.
Lesson Planner
Each lesson is accompanied by a Lesson Planner, which provides three types of lesson plans
that support blended, inquiry, and digital teaching approaches.

Lesson Notes and Activities
Within each lesson, there are activities that support key
reading and inquiry skills. For the lesson shown in this
example, the reading skill is a focus on comparing and
contrasting, whereas the inquiry emphasis is placed on
drawing conclusions.
*UNDERSTANDING BY DESIGN® and UbD™ are trademarks of ASCD, and are used under
license.
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Lessons include differentiated instruction tags that make it
easy for teachers to find interventions specific to learner needs.
Ancillaries are also available that support English language
learners and differentiated instruction.
Assessment
A variety of assessment options are available. The student write-in
edition provides students with self-assessment that corresponds with
each key concept question. Several informal assessment items, like
Apply It and Do the Math, help students monitor their understanding
of the chapter concepts. At the end of the chapter is a Review and
Assessment section.
Progress Monitoring Assessments are also available. These
assessments help teachers track student progress and give students
opportunities to practice for standardized tests.

DK Big Ideas of Science Reference Library
The text path includes the DK Big Ideas of Science reference
library. Part of learning about science involves students
exploring their own natural curiosities. The six volumes of
the DK Big Ideas of Science reference library reinforce the
unifying concepts of science and encourage students to dig
deeper in their explorations of these Big Ideas.
This reference library is organized by key science topics.
These books use the Understanding by Design® framework to
reinforce key science concepts and student explorations. The
library can be used for student reference or as a supplement
for whole class instruction.

Inquiry Resources
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Teacher’s Lab Resource
The Teacher’s Lab Resource has a variety of labs from short, fully directed labs to longer,
open inquiry labs.

Each lesson begins with an Inquiry WarmUp activity. These warm-ups help students
begin thinking about the inquiry objective
for the lesson.
Quick Labs support the inquiry activities in
the student write-in text.
Two types of Lab Investigations are
available. Directed Inquiry activities
provide step-by-step instructions for the lab. Open Inquiry activities allow students to plan,
design, and implement their own lab investigations.

Inquiry Ancillaries

Teachers have a choice of several inquiry-based ancillaries that are available to support the
program. These resources include activities that allow students to explore science concepts
in new and realistic contexts. Some of these options include Scenario-Based Investigation,
Interdisciplinary Activities, Big Idea Activities and Projects, and three books that include
Inquiry Skill Activities.

Materials Kits
Module kits for lab activities are available directly
from Savvas. Options include both consumable and
nonconsumable materials. Each kit is neatly packaged and
organized for quick and easy setup. Refill kits for each
module are also available, making it easy to replenish
consumable materials at the end of the year.

5

Digital Resources

My Science Online is the gateway to the digital resources available on Savvas SuccessNet.
Students can explore the Big Questions and complete the chapter activities online.

Digital Features: Teacher Tools
Lesson Planning and Online Assessment
Teachers can plan their lessons by month, week,
and day. With the Preferences Navigator, teachers
may also customize their lesson plans to be more
text based, inquiry-based, or blended.
Teachers can also assign assessments, track
student progress, and provide differentiated
instruction. Utilizing Success Tracker, the teacher
can assign assessments, and the system will
provided individual instruction based on student
performance.

Digital Features: Student Resources
My Science Coach
Students needing extra help may use My Science
Coach as a virtual science tutor. They can get
extra practice and take short quizzes.

My Reading Web
Struggling readers will benefit from using My
Reading Web. These students have access to Lexile
leveled reading passages. These passages address
the same material that is covered in the chapter.
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Interactive Art
Static textbook images come to life on My Science
Online. Students may manipulate and interact with
the art.

Planet Diary
Each chapter includes a Planet Diary. Students can
blog about various science concepts and submit
their responses to key lesson questions directly to
their teacher. Teachers can easily access student
responses on Savvas SuccessNet.

Untamed Science
MyScienceOnline.com features the Untamed
Science Crew. They are a team of scientists
featured in the Untamed Science videos that
accompany each chapter of the program. These
videos engage students by taking them out into
the real world of science.

Virtual Labs
Students can test their knowledge by performing
simulated experiments that correspond to lessons
in the student edition, in a completely safe, virtual
lab environment with no cleanup required.

Review
These are just a few of the components available for Interactive Science. For more program
information, be sure to look at the Interactive Science Program Guide. This teacher’s
resource, available from Savvas, also maps Interactive Science content to national science
standards.
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