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This guide explains how Good Habits, Great Readers provides 
comprehensive reading and writing instruction for students in 
Kindergarten through sixth grade. 

Take a look at the research behind the program and then explore 
helpful tools to develop students’ reading and writing skills.

Good Habits, Great Readers is based on the theory that successful 
readers utilize specific habits—or strategies—to make sense of text. 
The program’s instruction is organized around these seven research-
based habits.   

Each unit of study focuses on explicitly teaching one habit. For 
example, the title of Unit 6 is “Great Readers Monitor and Organize 
Ideas and Information.” At each grade level, students explore these 
habits in greater depth. 

Instruction in Good Habits, Great Readers follows a gradual-release 
model, steadily moving from explicit instruction to independent 
application of skills.   

For more information about Good Habits, Great Reader’s design, look 
to the Planning and Implementation Guide. 
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Shared Reading

Find resources such as an overview of program components, answers 
to common questions about implementation, and tips for effective 
classroom management.  

The Planning and Implementation Guide also provides information 
about the program’s coherence with the Common Core State 
Standards. 

Most importantly, the Planning and Implementation Guide provides 
Daily Planners for each unit. These planners provide an overview 
of each lesson that you teach during Good Habits, Great Readers 
instruction. 

Every day of Good Habits, Great Readers instruction begins with 
whole-class reading instruction. Look to your Shared Reading Teacher’s 
Guide for detailed daily lesson plans.
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Mini-lessons

Focus Lessons

Shared Reading lessons focus on the featured habit for the unit. Each 
week students explore a different comprehension strategy related to 
the habit.

Every week of Shared Reading instruction includes Mini-lessons, which 
provide a brief lesson on a skill or component of reading. The content 
and frequency of these lessons varies by grade level. 

For example, in Kindergarten through Grade 3, the Mini-lessons might 
address foundational reading skills such as phonemic awareness and 
phonics. In Grades 4–6, the content becomes more advanced as the 
focus shifts to topics such as nonfiction text-features and word study.   

Shared Reading Focus Lessons take an in-depth look at a specific 
comprehension strategy or reading habit. 

Focus Lessons expose students to a variety of genres and text 
structures. In Grades K–3, use resources such as big books, trade 
books, and poetry posters. In Grades 4–6, use a combination of 
teacher modeled texts and student readers. At all levels, you may also 
include selections from the Reader’s Theater Anthology.

Audio CDs can be used to supplement read alouds or to support 
students as they read independently. 

Begin the Focus Lesson by introducing the target strategy. Then use 
think alouds to model its application.  

During Talk Together, use critical-thinking prompts and discussion 
questions to support students as they practice working with peers to 
apply the strategy. 

Review and Reflect provides an opportunity to review and reinforce the 
strategy. 
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Assessing  
Student  
Understanding

Students in Grades 4–6 then have a chance to apply the strategy to a 
text found in the Student Reader.

Shared Reading Focus Lessons include behavior-based prompts 
and questions to use during conferences. These assess students’ 
understanding and ability to apply focus strategies. 

In Grades K–3, these questions and prompts are built into each Focus 
Lesson. In Grades 4–6, find the questions and prompts in the Wrap Up 
section immediately following the week’s Focus Lessons. 

For students who need additional practice, Shared Reading Focus 
Lessons include suggestions for reteaching and extending lessons as 
well as activities to support English language learners. 

For a complete list of questions to use during reading conferences, 
look to your Assessment Handbook. Here you’ll find questions that 
correspond to each unit of Shared Reading instruction. 
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Look to Write Habits for opportunities to develop students’ writing 
skills.

Write Habits can be used as a stand-alone program, or as a 
complement to Good Habits, Great Readers Shared Reading 
instruction. The Daily Planners provided in the Planning and 
Implementation Guide show you how to align Write Habits instruction 
to your other Good Habits, Great Readers lessons. 

Write Habits gives you the flexibility to teach writing as it works best 
for your classroom. Within your Write Habits Teacher’s Guide, find 
resources to help you plan instruction.

Write Habits also provides a Conference Card to be used as a 
resource for conferring with students about their written work. This 
card contains prompts, reflection questions, and a guide for advising 
students based on their responses. 

Each Write Habits unit focuses on a specific category of writing. 

After an introduction to the genre, students participate in a process 
writing lesson. This lesson takes students through each step of the 
writing process as they develop a full-length composition. 

Writing

Process  
Writing Lessons
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Writing for Tests lessons prepare students for the type of on-demand 
writing that they encounter on standardized tests. 

The last page of instruction in each lesson focuses on writing 
conventions. Conventions mini-lessons follow a gradual-release 
model, which includes teaching and modeling, guided practice, and 
independent practice. Students also have an opportunity to make 
connections to weekly Shared Reading selections. 

In Grades K–5 Good Habits, Great Readers instruction includes Guided 
Reading lessons. In Grade 6, you may use trade book novels with 
corresponding lesson plans for small-group instruction.  

Guided Reading provides an opportunity to instruct small groups of 
students with similar learning needs. Guided Reading texts, known as 
little books, include both fiction and nonfiction titles. Each little book 
comes with a corresponding guided reading lesson plan card. 

Writing for 
Tests

Conventions 
Mini-lessons

Guided Reading
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Small-Group 
Lessons

Literacy 
Centers

These cards provide information about the reading level and genre of 
the text as well as the target reading skill for the lesson. You’ll also 
find a brief summary of the text, an overview of text features, and the 
Focus for Instruction.

Guided Reading lessons include Before, During, and After Reading 
Activities. 

Before reading, activate prior knowledge, build background, make 
connections and predictions, set a purpose for reading, and explore 
the featured reading skill. Then, as students read independently, use 
prompts to provide support as needed. 

Finally, after reading, students revisit the featured reading skill and 
discuss the text. 

Guided Reading in Grades K–3 also includes a Phonics Mini-lesson.  

Lessons at all grade levels include opportunities to informally assess 
student performance. Depending on your grade level, you might find 
Assessment Checkpoints, or Reread and Assess Questions. 

The Options for Further Instruction section includes additional activities 
as well as tips for adapting the lesson to meet the needs of English 
language learners. 

While you lead small-group lessons during Guided Reading Time, other 
students work independently or in small groups at Literacy Centers. 
These centers provide opportunities to reinforce, practice, and extend 
skills and strategies. 

Look to the Daily Planners in your Planning and Implementation Guide 
for suggested center activities. 
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Literature  
Discussion 
Groups

Online  
Resources

Assessment

In Grades 4–6, students might also participate in Literature Discussion 
Groups. These small, flexible groups meet regularly to read and 
discuss a text. 

You can structure these groups in the way that works best for your 
classroom. Look to your Planning and Implementation Guide for 
suggestions. 

As you plan and deliver instruction, be sure to take advantage of the 
resources available through the Good Habits, Great Readers digital path. 

The Leveled Reader Database contains thousands of leveled readers 
and novels. Lesson plans and student activities are provided for each 
selection. 

There are also eText versions of decodable readers. 

Additional teacher resources include class management tools and 
customizable lesson planners. Students can access engaging online 
activities, animations, and games.   

Assessment is an important part of Good Habits, Great Readers 
instruction. For a complete overview of how assessment is addressed 
in the program, refer to the Assessment Handbook.  

Start the year by administering a formative assessment—such as 
DRA2—to determine each student’s reading profile. Then, Good Habits, 
Great Readers will help you match each student to appropriate texts 
and lessons. 

Throughout the Shared Reading and Guided Reading lessons, there are 
opportunities for informal, ongoing assessment.  



Review

The Assessment Handbook provides additional resources to assist with 
ongoing assessment such as running record forms, behavior checklists, 
and reading logs. 

Within the Assessment Handbook, find information about  
performance-based assessment including sample performance tasks.

This guide discussed how Good Habits, Great Readers provides 
comprehensive reading and writing instruction for students in 
Kindergarten through sixth grade. 

We examined the research behind the program and explored the 
program’s Shared Reading, Writing, and Guided Reading lessons.  
The guide also explored the online resources that enhance instruction. 
Finally, the guide explained how assessment is addressed in the 
program.
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