
Progress Monitoring Assessment

Introduction

Components

This guide discusses the DRA2 and EDL2 Progress Monitoring 
Assessments. These quick and simple assessments monitor reading 
achievement between DRA2 and EDL2 benchmark periods. These 
help you determine the effectiveness of the reading instruction and 
interventions you have implemented.

Designed with similar format and language as the DRA2, the Progress 
Monitoring Assessment also provides a focus for continued classroom 
instruction, which helps you address reading deficits throughout the 
school year.

The DRA2 Progress Monitoring Assessment package includes a  
Teacher Guide, Routine Cards for supporting specific skills, and a 
CD-ROM containing the reading passages and Teacher Observation
Guides. This same package is also available in Spanish as EDL2
Verificar el progreso.

The Progress Monitoring Assessment consists of ninety-five brief, 
fiction and nonfiction leveled passages that span DRA levels four 
through sixty. Each passage has a specific Teacher Observation Guide 
that accompanies it. 
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Steps for  
Administering 
the Progress 
Monitoring  
Assessment

To monitor a student’s progress, you will assess oral reading rate, 
accuracy, and then comprehension. You will also look more in-depth 
at specific comprehension, vocabulary, and word reading skills. The 
results from each of these areas provide you with diagnostic and 
prescriptive feedback found in the Teacher Observation Guide. 

First, select a passage at the student’s instructional reading level. 
Then, record the student’s oral reading behaviors, including the 
minutes and seconds it took for the student to read the passage. 
Note expression, phrasing, multiple repetitions, long pauses, and 
decoding difficulties. Similar to the DRA2 and EDL2 benchmarks, circle 
the descriptors that best reflect the student’s reading behaviors and 
responses.

Monitor comprehension by asking the student several questions about 
the passage they just read. 

Then, record the responses using the descriptors provided in the 
Teacher Observation Guide.



Review

Conduct more in-depth progress monitoring on specific skills such as 
compare and contrast, cause and effect, vocabulary, and word reading. 
For example, compound words and reading consonant blends are 
assessed on a Level 24 passage.

Next, analyze all of the data and review the scores. Look to see if 
a student’s reading performance has improved due to classroom 
instruction. The Student Recording Forms assists in determining a 
focus for continued classroom instruction.

The Teacher Observation Guide contains the directions to analyze 
running records, and If/Then statements to guide instruction. Find 
suggestions for monitoring the progress of English Language Learners.

The Progress Monitoring Assessment is designed for DRA2 and EDL2 
users. Administer the frequent, brief assessments to students you need 
to progress monitor. The diagnostic feedback will provide you with a 
focus for instruction between benchmarks.
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