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Hi, I'm Becky, and I'll be your literacy guide during this tutorial. 
 
Welcome to myPerspectives Texas-a TEKS-driven English Language Arts program designed 
specifically with today's learners in mind with integrated reading and writing instruction. 
 
Join me for the next few minutes so I can help you feel prepared to jump in on day one. 
 
We'll explore how this Grades 6 through 8 program works by looking at the components, unit structure, 
routines, and assessments. 
 
Let's get started! 

 



 

2 
 

myPerspectives Texas © 2020 
Program Overview 

Program Components 

 

So what do you really need to know in order to use the program right away? 
 
myPerspectives Texas has three program components: Student Edition, Teacher’s Edition, and Realize 
 
Let’s learn about each component. 



 

3 
 

myPerspectives Texas © 2020 
Program Overview 

Student Edition 

 

Teacher’s Edition 
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Realize 
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Picture This 

 

You're probably wondering what instruction looks like in myPerspectives Texas. 
 
There are five thematic units and each unit is aligned to an Essential Question, also known as EQ, and 
includes texts of multiple genres. 
 
Students read and explore different perspectives on the theme, listen to the ideas of others, and share 
their own thinking. 
 
The unit structure is made up of different learning environments that mimic what they will encounter in 
college or careers as they work in large groups, smaller teams, or independently on their own. 
The unit is purposefully designed to have the teacher role shift from Instructing/Teaching to Facilitating, 
then, Advising to Assessing. 
 
Each unit is backward designed so that all activities, practice, and Performance Tasks build toward a 
comprehensive Performance-Based Assessment, also known as the PBA, where students must 
demonstrate their learning. 
 
You may be asking yourself, “How does backward design help my students?” 
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How does backward design help my students? 
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Learn about the Unit Structure 

 

Let’s learn more about each element in the unit structure. 

Unit Introduction 
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Whole-Class Learning 

 

Peer-Group Learning 
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Independent Learning 

 

Performance-Based Assessment 
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Unit Reflection 
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Read Like a Writer, Write Like a Reader 

 

You see . . . reading and writing are integrated within myPerspectives Texas. 
Through exploration of a unit's multi-genre texts, your students will read like a writer and write like a 
reader. 
Students learn to see the text through the author's eyes as they develop and grow their writing and 
communication skills. 

 



 

12 
 

myPerspectives Texas © 2020 
Program Overview 

Learning Strategies 

 

Your students will become self-directed learners as they move through the unit structure. 
Take a look at the learning strategies here. 
In Whole-Class, Peer-Group, and Independent Learning, these strategies set expectations and guide 
students as they work collaboratively or independently. 
Instruction and activities are designed specifically for these learning environments ensuring student 
success. 
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Routines 

 

As your literacy guide, I know how important it is to have students become confident and independent 
readers, writers, and learners. 
Well, myPerspectives Texas incorporates routines that help students do just that! 
Let’s explore the different routines.  
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Anchor Charts 

 

Prepare to Read 
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Read 

 

Build Insight 
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Analyze and Interpret 

 

Study Language and Craft 
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Share Ideas 
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Integrating Novels 

 

If you're like me, you want to use novels with students! 
In myPerspectives Texas, the Book Club section in your TE recommends two novels-one classic and 
the other contemporary-that are aligned to the theme for each unit as well as additional titles you can 
choose from. 
A Study Guide, Pacing and Implementation suggestions, and additional titles are included for you to 
easily incorporate teaching novels in the classroom.  
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Differentiate Easily 

 

I know that differentiating instruction can be challenging. 
No need to worry because the TE includes instructional strategies for your Below Level, On Level, 
Above Level, and English Language Learners. 
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Assessments 

 

You might wonder how you will assess and monitor your students' progress. 
Well, myPerspectives Texas provides assessments within each unit-varying from Exit Tickets to 
Performance-Based Assessment tasks-to assess students' understanding and application of skills and 
knowledge. 
Remember I shared earlier that Exit Tickets help track student learning with each selection using quick 
multiple-choice questions with supportive remediation? Exit Tickets are in PowerPoint format for easy 
customization and classroom projection. 
Oh, and something to really help you save time and prepare your kids are the TEKS test prep and 
TEKS customizable question banks where you can create your own assessments. 
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How Do I Plan? 

 

myPerspectives provides you with multiple resources to help you plan! 
There is a Unit at a Glance that helps you map and pace out your unit, which saves you a great deal of 
time! It breaks down the different environments in the unit and indicates how long each one should 
take. 
There are also Lesson Planning pages that list the daily lessons, and the TEKS are identified to 
ensure coverage. These pages are also available in editable format so you can easily customize your 
plans. 
In addition, every unit opener and section includes an easy-to-use pacing timeline to help with planning. 
All of these resources allow you to customize based on your classroom needs. 
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Flipbook Review 

 

So what are your take-aways? 

Overview 
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Components 

 

Unit Structure 
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Read Like a Reader Write Like a Writer 

 

Routines 
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Assessments 
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Let’s Recap! 

 

Now it's your turn. 
You know the myPerspectives Texas components, unit structure, routines, and assessments. 
Go ahead and try it in your classroom. 
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