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Get Started 

 
 
Hi, teachers! It’s me again, Tracy. 
 
Ready to get Writing Workshop going in your classroom? I’ll spend the next few minutes walking you 
through the minilessons and helping you plan and prep for Writing Workshop. 
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Planning Time 

 
 
One of my favorite things about Writing Workshop is that it’s flexible and easy to plan. 
 
Do you want to choose your own lessons and mentor texts? Or do you want to follow a suggested plan 
each week? Or maybe you’d like to try a combination of the two plans. Whatever you need, you’re 
covered. Take a minute to explore your options. 
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I Need Flexibility 
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I Need Structure 
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I Need Both Flexibility and Structure 
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Building Mentor Stacks 

 
 
Students need to read like writers so that they can develop mental models of different genres. 
 
You’ll gather a mentor stack for each Writing Workshop unit. The stack will be a collection of mentor texts 
that you and your students will use throughout the unit. 
 
miVisión Lectura provides options and support to help you build your stacks. 
 
You’ll find a list of suggested titles in your Weekly Overview. Many of the trade books and periodicals will 
probably look familiar! 
 
Don’t have these exact texts? Just follow the criteria to build your stack. Select texts from your classroom 
or school library; you can even write your own. Remember to save your students’ work. Student writing 
assignments that meet the criteria make powerful mentor texts! 
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Teaching Minilessons 

 
 
You’ve seen the Minilesson Bank so let’s dig into the minilessons. 
 
Each week has a focus to guide the instruction. 
 
Likewise, each minilesson has a focus. And keep in mind they all follow a similar routine so you and your 
students will know what to expect each time. 
 
Next, let’s learn more about the minilesson structure. 
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Teaching Point 
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Model and Practice 
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Independent Writing 
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Share Back 
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Conferencing 

 
 
Conferencing is critical, but it can be daunting. 
 
Good news! You’ll find Conference Prompts and formative assessment suggestions each week that match 
your instruction. 
 
No need to try to come up with questions and topics on the spot—this part has already been done for you! 
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Writing Club 

 
 
One last tip before we finish up. You can help build students’ love of writing with Writing Club! 
 
Three to four times each unit you’ll notice Writing Club. 
 
Students will have time to meet with peers and share their writing. They’ll practice speaking and listening, 
learn to give each other helpful feedback, and work on social-emotional skills like building relationships. 
 
Students practice important skills while working with their friends. It’s a win-win! 
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Wrap-Up 

 
 
Time to wrap up! You’re now ready to plan and teach Writing Workshop. 
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