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Introduction 

 

 

Hi. In this tutorial, we’ll explore assessments in Investigations 3. 

Opportunities for assessment are carefully woven throughout the curriculum units. We'll look at each piece of the 
comprehensive assessment system that provides an ongoing, in-depth portrait of each student's understandings 
and proficiencies. 

Assessments are available as either print resources, digital resources on Savvas Realize™, or both. 
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Benchmarks 

 

Assessments are tied to Unit Benchmarks that set clear expectations for what your students should know and be 
able to do. 

At the beginning of each unit, you’ll find a berry-colored section called “Assessment in this Unit.” This section lists 
the benchmarks and locations of different types of assessment in each Investigation of the unit. Assessment 
opportunities embedded in the curriculum units are also indicated by the berry coloring. 
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Types of Assessment 

 

Investigations 3 offers both formative and summative assessment opportunities. Formative assessments are 
ongoing and help guide your instruction throughout each unit. Summative assessments are used to measure how 
much a student has learned over the course of the unit. Both are important components of comprehensive 
assessment. 
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Ongoing Assessment: Observing Students at Work 

 

Observing students as they engage in activities and conversation about their ideas is a vital part of assessing not 
only what students know, but also how they make sense of the mathematics. 

Ongoing Assessment: Observing Students at Work is a regular feature of the sessions. It identifies the math focus 
of the activity and lists questions to consider as you observe your students solving problems, playing math 
games, and working on activities. It also indicates specific questions that relate to one of the unit’s highlighted 
Standards for Mathematical Practice, using this icon. Because this is an informal assessment, no specific 
benchmarks are provided for math content. 

Use the information you learn during these assessments to inform decisions about differentiation and intervention 
strategies, preparing for family conferences, or writing student reports. 
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Assessment Checklists 

 

Some benchmarks are also best assessed by observing students as they are engaged in doing mathematics. 
Several times per unit, an Assessment Checklist will be provided for you to make notes about what students 
understand as you observe them working. You might focus on individual students or groups of students as you 
complete the checklist. 

Each checklist will focus on particular assessment benchmarks or mathematical practices. The checklists will 
provide important insights into student understanding that are not easily obtained through written assessments. 

Checklists are used more often in Kindergarten and Grade 1 than in Grades 2 through 5. In Kindergarten, all 
formal assessments are based on observations rather than written work. You can find PDFs online through 
Savvas Realize or in your print Assessment Sourcebook. 
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Portfolio Opportunities 

 

Like observation, student work provides another type of formative assessment. Suggestions for particular types of 
work that could be saved in a portfolio are listed in the Assessment in this Unit section. You may also invite 
students to choose the work they would like to showcase in their portfolios. 
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Embedded Assessments 

 

Embedded assessments in each curriculum unit are written activities that provide insight on students’ progress 
toward the benchmarks. They come in the form of quizzes or assessment activities. We’ll take a look at each of 
these shortly. 

A Teacher Note is provided for each embedded assessment. Here you’ll find examples of student work and 
guidelines for assessing whether students are meeting, partially meeting, or not meeting the benchmarks. 

 



 

8 
 

Investigations 3 © 2017 
Assessments 

Quizzes 

 

Starting in Grade 1, students take a quiz every 5 to 10 sessions. These are new to Investigations 3 and serve a 
dual purpose. First, they provide evidence of students’ progress toward meeting the benchmarks. Second, they 
give students exposure to the types of assessment items they are likely to encounter on Next Generation 
Assessments. Quizzes include both single-answer and multiple-answer selected-response items, as well as 
different types of matching items. 

You can find quizzes online in PDF format or in your print Assessment Sourcebook. 
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Assessment Activities 

 

Also starting in Grade 1 are embedded assessment activities for which students produce written responses. They 
require students to solve problems and show, explain, or defend their solution strategies. 

Assessment activities can often be completed virtually through Savvas Realize and incorporate virtual 
manipulatives and annotation tools to help students solve the problems. Alternatively, students can solve them in 
print. 
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Tests on Savvas Realize 

 

In addition, a set of formal summative assessments is available for Grades 1 through 5. These are Savvas-
created digital assessments with accompanying blackline masters, which are available exclusively on Savvas 
Realize. 

A Beginning-of-the-Year Test will identify a baseline for each student’s mathematical understanding. This will give 
you an initial picture of the conceptual resources your students are bringing into instruction. 

A Unit Test is given at the end of each unit. It measures what your students have learned over the course of the 
unit. Use the ExamView Assessment Suite as a supplemental resource to build custom tests using the test bank. 

An End-of-the-Year Test is provided to measure how much growth each student has made since the beginning of 
the year. 
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Assessment Design 

 

Each assessment is auto-graded, and you can see aggregated data for mastery, progress, and usage on the 
Data tab for each of your classes. Check out the Savvas Realize tutorials on MySavvasTraining.com to learn 
more about the data feature. Alternatively, you can access PDF versions of assessments to print out for your 
students. An answer key is provided to assist you in grading. 

Assessments consist of both multiple-choice and free-response items. For students who struggle with reading, an 
audio option is available so they can listen to the questions and answer choices being read to them. 
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Managing Assessment Information 

 

It is important to develop a system to record and organize assessment information. You may choose either a 
digital or non-digital system, depending on your resources and needs. 

Mobile devices allow you and your students to photograph work. Mobile apps, such as the SCOUT Observational 
Assessment App, enable you to capture class discussions, individual student explanations, and observational 
assessment information. 

Non-digital approaches to managing assessment information might include jotting down observations onto a class 
list or recording individual observations on note cards that can be transferred to individual student files or 
portfolios. 
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Assessment Sourcebook 

 

The Assessment Sourcebook, which is available as both a printed book and as online PDFs, contains 
assessment masters for assessment checklists, assessment activities, and quizzes. These and other assessment 
tools are available on Savvas Realize. 
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Closing 

 

In this tutorial, we explored the types of assessment in Investigations 3. We learned about both formative and 
summative opportunities to understand students’ progress toward benchmarks. 

Thank you for joining me for this tutorial! 
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