
Welcome to Kindergarten

Introduction

Take a Walk 
Down Reading 
Street!

Day 1

This guide explores how Reading Street builds student knowledge 
with literature and informational text that develops vocabulary, 
understanding, and most importantly, a love of reading.

In Kindergarten, teach students to make connections between 
everything they are learning in the daily reading and writing block. Use 
the visuals in the program to develop content knowledge and build oral 
language, which support fluency and comprehension with the weekly 
conceptually related text set. 

Let’s get started by looking at the first day of instruction in Week 2.

The Day at a Glance feature in the Teacher’s Edition highlights the 
content of the instruction for the day. Below the lessons for the day, 
see the materials needed to teach today’s lessons.

You can begin your school day or reading language arts block using the 
Content Knowledge lesson. The weekly concept is noted under Content 
Knowledge. In this example, it is Working and Playing Together at 
School. As you engage students in Concept Talk, discuss the Question 
of the Week. In our example, the Question of the Week is How do 

school children work and play together? This discussion helps students 
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make connections between the selections they are reading and the unit 
concept. 

Build oral vocabulary that helps students answer the weekly question 
by introducing Amazing Words. You will introduce the Amazing Words 
with the Sing with Me Chart so that students learn how the words are 
used in the context of a familiar song.

Develop Foundational Skills through Phonological Awareness and Letter 
Recognition lessons. Use the picture cards to teach the skill, guide 
practice, and have students try it on their own. The Phonics Songs and 
Rhymes Chart can also support the teaching of the skill. These lessons 
are found in the first four weeks of Kindergarten, after which you teach 
Phonemic Awareness and Phonics lessons. 

In Phonemic Awareness lessons, students listen for the sound that 
the phonics skill makes and find words with that sound on the Let’s 
Listen for page in the student edition. The Phonemic Awareness lesson 
prepares students for sounds they hear in the words they read during 
the Phonics lesson.
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Teach the Phonics skill using a routine of Teach and Model, Guide 
Practice, and Apply. 

Use the Sound Spelling Cards to teach and model how the sound is 
spelled to read words. Guide Practice using the Phonics Songs and 
Rhymes Chart where students sing and point to letters containing 
the sound. Apply knowledge of the sound and spelling to new words 
through oral practice.

If students need help with a particular Phonics skill, then provide more 
modeling and guided practice.

In the next part of the Day 1, students practice printing upper and 
lowercase letters in the Handwriting lesson. Following modeling and 
guided practice, students practice on their own in their Reader’s and 
Writer’s Notebook.

Each week, students learn new high-frequency words to help with 
reading more text. Practice high-frequency words using the Routine for 
Nondecodable words while students follow along on the high-frequency 
words page in their student edition. 

After the High-Frequency Words lesson, students read a Decodable 
Story. The story contains previously taught high-frequency words. 
Follow the Routine for Reading Decodable Books.
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Teach the skills students need to Read and Comprehend a variety of 
texts. This begins with the Text-Based Comprehension lesson.  

On Day 1, introduce the target comprehension skill for the week with a 
read aloud that models a close read. Students can refer to the Envision 
It! Handbook in their student edition for a visual that describes the 
skill or strategy. Guide practice with the skill by asking students 
questions that encourage them to listen for evidence in the text.

End your literacy instruction with Language arts lessons. The 
Conventions lesson introduces a grammar skill each week. After 
teaching and modeling the skill students practice with guidance and 
then through Team Talk apply the skill. Daily Fix-Its encourage ongoing 
practice with grammar skills.

The Writing mini-lesson on Day 1 is Wonderful, Marvelous Me! You will 
introduce a concept and guide students through talk about the topic. 
After modeling your thinking, students will share their ideas through 
writing, dictating ideas, or illustrating. Check out the tips from the 
Write Guy, Jeff Anderson, to support students’ application of skills in 
their writing. 

The Listening and Speaking lesson teaches students to listen, respond 
to literature, participate in group conversations, and follow agreed-
upon rules for discussions. 

Lastly, Wrap Up Your Day! Remind students of the Amazing Words they 
learned that day and a Conventions skill they worked on. Suggestions 
for homework are also provided. Finally, share with students what they 
will learn on Day 2!
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Day 2 Day 2 begins the same as Day 1 with the Content Knowledge lesson. 
Revisit the Question of the Week and continue to build oral language. 
On Day 2, you will introduce a couple more Amazing Words in a song 
that you and the children will sing aloud. Students will listen for the 
new Amazing Words that you introduce that day. Follow the Robust 
Vocabulary Routine to teach the new words. 

The first four weeks of Kindergarten continue to support the 
development of Foundational Skills with Phonological Awareness and 
Letter Recognition lessons. 

After the first four weeks, the Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 
lessons follow the Content Knowledge lesson. Reinforce the phonics 
skill taught on Day 1.

If students need additional practice with the Phonics skill you 
introduced today, use the small group Strategic Intervention lesson to 
reteach the skill.

Students continue on to the Handwriting lesson where they have more 
practice with the skills learned on Day 1 and in other lessons. Next, 
practice the weekly High-Frequency Words in Sentences I Can Read in 
My Skills Buddy called I Can Read!

Students will continue to practice the high-frequency words in the 
Decodable Reader found in My Skills Buddy. Use this time to reinforce 
Concepts of Print. Also use the Routine for Reading Decodable Books to 
read the Decodable Reader.
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On Day 2, introduce the main selection in the Text-Based 
Comprehension lesson. 

Introduce the genre of the text and give students an opportunity 
to preview and predict what the story will be about. Set a purpose 
for reading, and connect the comprehension strategy for the week 
to the text using the Envision It! Handbook. Refer to the Read 
for Understanding Routine for information about how to deepen 
understanding of the text by doing a first, second, and third read.

Next, check for understanding by having students retell the story. 
Refer to the Check Retelling suggestion in your Teacher’s Edition. 
Monitor progress by checking retelling of certain students. Refer to the 
Retelling Plan for guidance.

Think, Talk, and Write is another opportunity to check for 
understanding after reading the main selection. Students discuss the 
concept and review predictions and use My Skills Buddy to apply the 
strategy for the week, as well as learn to look at the text for evidence 
to support thinking. 
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Begin language arts instruction with the Conventions lesson that 
reinforces the weekly grammar skill.

During the Writing mini-lesson on Day 2, guide students as they 
Respond to Literature. Students use the main selection to discuss 
a prompt related to the weekly concept. Students continue to write 
about the topic through guided practice and independent writing. 

Daily Handwriting continues on Day 2. Model letter formation and 
students practice on their own on their Write-On Boards.

In the Vocabulary lesson, introduce words that relate to this week’s 
concept. Then use My Skills Buddy to guide discussion about the 
words. Refer back to the main selection to use the words in context. 
Extend learning as students look for real-life examples of vocabulary in 
their classroom.

Wrap Up Your Day! by reviewing the skills learned during Day 2, 
and preview what you will learn on Day 3 when you reread the main 
selection.
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Begin Day 3 by rereading the Question of the Week with students and 
discussing the concept as a group.

Introduce new Amazing Words for the week and have students listen 
for them while singing the song from the Sing with Me Chart. Follow 
the Robust Vocabulary Routine to practice the words.

During the first four weeks of Kindergarten, students continue with 
Phonological Awareness lessons on Day 3. Use the picture cards to 
teach the skill, guide practice, and have students try it on their own. 
The Phonics Songs and Rhymes Chart also supports the skill.

During the Letter Recognition lesson, introduce new letters using the 
Alphabet Cards. Picture Cards help draw more connections between 
letters and words. The Reader’s and Writer’s Notebook provides 
additional practice. You can also use this time to review this week’s 
High-Frequency Words.

When students progress to Phonemic Awareness lessons in later units, 
they review and practice initial and final sounds and discriminate 
sounds between different words. In the Phonics lesson, students build 
words using letters to apply the target phonics skills.

During the next part of Day 3, students read from their Student 
Reader where they practice text that contains previously taught high-
frequency words. Follow the Routine for Reading Decodable Books.

On Days 3 and 4 of Text-Based Comprehension, follow a similar 
routine. Guide students in retelling the selection using My Skills Buddy 
while reinforcing this week’s comprehension skill. Use the Read for 
Understanding Routine for guidance on the second and third read. 

Day 3
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On Day 3, do a second read of the Big Book. Follow the arrows at 
the top of the Teacher’s Edition pages for instruction on developing 
vocabulary. In addition to building vocabulary, the questions on Day 3 
help students recall key details in the text.

Today’s Conventions lesson builds on the same skill from Days 1  
and 2. Students use a combination of speaking, writing, and drawing 
to develop the skill. 

During Writing, students learn about a genre of writing and develop 
academic vocabulary in the process. Follow the teach, model, 
and guide steps. Then give students a chance to develop the skill 
independently. 

Introduce a Listening and Speaking skill that teaches students how to 
effectively have a discussion on Day 3. Students learn to respond to a 
topic by following a set of rules.

Wrap up Day 3 by having students connect the weekly concept to their 
own lives. Review the Phonics skill, have students respond to the main 
selection, and practice the convention skill. You can also suggest the 
Homework Idea. Preview Day 4 by telling students what they will read 
about tomorrow.
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Day 4 Begin Day 4 by reinforcing the concept and focusing students’ 
attention on the Question of the Week with the song from the Sing 
with Me Chart. Build Oral Vocabulary by revisiting one of the week’s 
songs and listening for new Amazing Words. Teach the remaining 
Amazing Words for the week, and have the students use the words in 
sentences.

The Phonological Awareness, Letter Recognition, and—later on in the 
school year—the Phonemic Awareness and Phonics lessons review the 
target skills for the week. Find additional practice for students in their 
Reader’s and Writer’s Notebooks. 

To continue reinforcing the high-frequency words students can read 
the next selection in the Get Set, Roll! Reader. Again, follow the 
Routine for Reading Decodable Books.

During Text-Based Comprehension on Day 4, review this week’s 
comprehension skills and the concept for the week. Use My Skills 
Buddy to guide practice. Students can participate in Team Talk 
to further the discussion of the story. Before reading the main 
selection, guide students through a discussion of the text to build 
comprehension. For the Third Read, follow the Read for Understanding 
Routine again. In today’s read, use the Develop Comprehension notes 
to help students gain a more complete understanding of the story. 
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On Day 4, continue to reinforce this week’s Conventions skill through 
teaching, guided practice, and independent practice.

During the Day 4 Writing lesson, extend thinking about the weekly 
concept using the main selection to lead a discussion. Use the 
students’ ideas to create sentences. Then, have students write or 
dictate their own sentences about the topic.

Next, continue to develop the vocabulary introduced earlier in 
the week. Use My Skills Buddy and Team Talk to practice with the 
vocabulary. Wrap up Day 4 by reviewing the skills taught today and 
preview Day 5 by telling students they will review some of this week’s 
books and stories.
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Day 5 Begin Day 5 by reviewing the concept you have been studying that 
week. Encourage students to use the Amazing Words, and discuss 
what they have learned. Then have students listen for the words in this 
week’s song from the Sing with Me chart.

Review the Amazing Words with the help of the Talk with Me Chart. 
Students can connect the pictures on the chart to the appropriate 
Amazing Word. Students have a chance to use the words in context 
by completing a sentence. On Day 5 you will have an opportunity to 
monitor progress by checking oral vocabulary.

Review the Phonological Awareness and Letter Recognition skill during 
the first four weeks, or review Phonics skills from the week during 
the Phonemic Awareness and Phonics lessons. During this part of 
the lesson students also have the chance to reread decodable text to 
practice specific skills and high-frequency words.

On Day 5, monitor student progress of Foundational Skills. There are 
whole class and one-on-one assessments provided in the Teacher’s 
Edition. For tips on remediation, follow the suggestions in the Monitor 
Progress section. You can record students’ progress in First Stop.

On Day 5, students participate in Let’s Practice It! Here, students learn 
about a genre and its features. The lesson includes a Teacher Read 
Aloud and guided practice with the text to build comprehension. Use 
My Skills Buddy to support learning.
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You have the opportunity to assess the comprehension skills that you 
have been progress monitoring that week. In this example, Setting is 
being assessed. Students listen to a story read aloud by the teacher 
and then answer questions. There is also a blackline master that allows 
for individual assessment of the skill.

Next, you have an opportunity to review the grammar skill. Begin by 
reminding students about what they have already learned. Then, use a 
combination of modeling, writing, and speaking to practice it.

In today’s writing lesson, students review the stories, songs, and 
posters from the week. After discussing their favorites, they make 
connections to the week’s concept. The class works together to write 
a list of ideas related to the concept. Then students write about one of 
the ideas on the list.

Finally, Wrap Up Your Week by reviewing the concept students learned 
and the Question of the Week. Through discussion, drawing, and 
writing, students express their thinking and understanding of the 
concept and question. Be sure to share how many Amazing Words 
students learned this week and this year. Also, preview next week’s 
concept and Question of the Week. If appropriate, you can also use the 
ELL poster and selection summary from the ELL handbook to prepare 
students for the next week on Reading Street.
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Small Group 
Time

Small group instruction on Reading Street links to the daily core 
lessons and reinforces the important aspects of the Common Core 
State Standards.

Follow three steps to connect teacher-led small groups, practice, and 
independent reading.

The Small Group lesson plan provides instruction for four levels: on 
level, strategic intervention, advanced, and ELL.

Use a two-step lesson plan. First Build Word Knowledge and then Read 
to practice text-based comprehension. During Build Word Knowledge, 
reinforce high-frequency words, words that practice the phonics skill, 
and selection words.

Apply this knowledge to text. Students will read a variety of texts 
including decodable readers for phonics and fluency practice. Concept 
literacy readers build concepts and language and are leveled two years 
or more below grade level. These readers do not practice the same 
vocabulary or comprehension skills as the main selection. 

Below-level readers build background for the main selection and 
provide support for the weekly concept. They range from one to one 
and a half levels below grade level. On-level readers are related to the 
main selection and help develop the weekly concept. They practice the 
same vocabulary and comprehension skill and strategy as the main 
selection. Advanced-leveled readers provide above grade-level text 
that expands upon an idea, concept, or topic from the main selection. 
The same skills and strategies from the main selection are practiced, 
while new vocabulary that extends the weekly concept are introduced. 
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Review

The Reading Street Sleuth, found in the Small Group Time section of 
the Teacher’s Edition, provides weekly short, high-interest selections 
written at a level that stretches students beyond their grade-level text 
complexity band as defined by the Common Core State Standards. 
Read the text aloud to students. Then, ask text-based questions that 
scaffold understanding. Encourage students to cite evidence from 
the text as support and reread parts of the text to verify students’ 
answers. Finally, students draw and label a picture to show their 
understanding of the selection. 

You can use the Independent Stations for students to practice the skills 
from the previous week while you are teaching small groups. The starred 
stations provide a recommendation of activities to use if time is limited.

Independent Reading suggestions help you guide your students 
to select appropriately complex texts to read on their own. Book 
Talk activities provide you with discussion starters, comprehension 
questions, and partner activities that students can take part in during 
independent reading.

Tailor instruction of the weekly concept, and target skills and 
vocabulary to your students’ needs and your time frame. Use the 
Small Group Time Access for All pages in your Teacher’s Edition to 
support you as you plan for teaching small groups! 

This guide explained how Reading Street builds student knowledge 
with literature and informational text that develops vocabulary, 
understanding, and most importantly, a love of reading.

Welcome to Kindergarten
Reading Street © 2013 Common Core

.
 
 

Copyright © 2020 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the exclusive 
trademarks of Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries. 15 




