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Get Started 

 
 
Hi! I’m Tracy, and I’ll spend the next few minutes exploring the Reading-Writing Bridge with you.  
 
We’ll look at where the Bridge minilessons are located, what they cover, and how you can incorporate 
them into your day. 
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What Is the Bridge? 

 
 
Think about the skills you teach that don’t really fall under just reading or just writing, like vocabulary, 
spelling, and conventions. Where do these skills belong? Simple—in the Reading-Writing Bridge.   
 
The Bridge minilessons help students make connections between reading and writing.  
 
Students learn to appreciate author’s craft as they read like writers, and to keep their audience in mind as 
they write for readers. 
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Where Is the Bridge? 

 
 
Remember the handy miVisión Lectura color-coding? Look for the blue to find your Bridge instruction. 
 
You’ll find blue pages that include: 

• Handwriting 
• Language and Conventions 
• Author’s Craft 
• Spelling 
• Vocabulary 
• Word Study minilessons 

 
These pages will follow the Reading Workshop pages in your Teacher’s Edition. 
 
Also notice the Possible Teaching Points in texts. These are helpful call-outs to the Bridge minilessons, so 
you can teach them at point-of-use as you read the text together. 
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Teaching Minilessons 

 
 
Because the Bridge connects to Reading and Writing Workshop, you have flexibility when it comes to how 
and when you teach the minilessons. 
 
You can incorporate the Bridge minilessons within your Reading and Writing Workshop.  
 
Just look for the Possible Teaching Points in the notes for great places to incorporate these points in 
context. 
 
Bridge minilessons can also stand alone. You’ll notice the lesson structure is similar to Reading 
Workshop. You have a focus for each minilesson, you’ll model and give students time to practice, and 
then students will have the chance to apply their learning. 
 
Now let’s take a minute to explore what the Bridge minilessons cover. 
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Academic Vocabulary 
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Handwriting 
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Spelling 
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Language and Conventions 
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Author's Craft 
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Word Study 
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Flexible Options 

 
 
You’ve probably noticed that some of the minilessons have the label “Flexible Option.” What does this 
mean?  
 
We know some students master skills faster than others. We also know the reality of scheduling and fitting 
everything into your day.  
 
Because of issues like these, you’ll see Flexible Options. These are minilessons you can decide if, how, 
and when you want to teach.  
 
To get some ideas, let’s read a couple of classroom examples of these Flexible Options. 
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Spelling 
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Conventions 
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Student Resources 

 
 
I’ve shown you all the great resources in your Teacher’s Edition, but what about your students?  
 
You’ll see in your minilessons the corresponding pages students have in their Student Interactives. These 
pages are color-coded blue as well.  
 
And if you need even more, look on Savvas Realize for printable practice pages. Minilessons will point you 
to specific pages in the Resource Download Center. 
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Wrap-Up 

 
 
I’ll leave you with one last tip as we wrap up. Don’t forget about the Editable Lesson Planners. 
 
You’ll find the suggested Bridge minilessons here, so you can easily decide how you’ll incorporate them 
into your day. 
 
Now you’re ready to teach the Bridge minilessons and help your students make reading-writing 
connections. 
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