Developing Skillea
Readers and Writers

Reading and writing are reciprocal. As
students develop reading skills, they
transfer those skills to the writing arena,
and vice versa. This integrated approach
to reading and writing ensures that
students become confident and skilled

communicators.
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BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE

Background knowledge helps
students contextualize the
material they are about to read.
Here's how myPerspectives helps
students connect with what they
are reading:

e Unit Introduction Videos
e Selection Background

® Reading and Language Skills
Builder

* Media Connections

e Listenwise Current Events
Podcasts

® Hook & Inspire Multimedia
Connections

e Digital Library Background
Connections

ESSENTIAL QUESTION

Sparking curiosity with thought-
provoking questions brings
students into the conversation

in an informal, low-stakes way.
Writing to the Essential Question
will help your students to:

e Share their initial thoughts on
a unit's theme

e Participate more fully in class
discussions

* Develop a perspective to
share with others

* Prepare for the Performance
Task

VOCABULARY

Vocabulary builds reading
stamina and decreases the
amount of effort students need
to navigate through a text.
myPerspectives makes sure
that students acquire relevant
vocabulary through:

e Concept Vocabulary with
Multilingual Glossary

e Concept Vocabulary
Strategies and Practice

e Online Language Coach
e High-Utility Word Lists
® Word Study Lessons

e Word Wall

MULTIGENRE PRACTICE

To write better, students need
to write more. In each unit,
students write in a variety of
genres, both informally and
formally, to build confidence and
share their perspective. Some of
these genres include:

® Panel Discussion
¢ Digital Presentation

® Free-Verse Poetry

¢ Monologue

® Personal Narrative
¢ Informational Report

¢ Radio Feature

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

Authors employ their own style
that often adheres to language
conventions but sometimes
breaks the rules. myPerspectives
helps students to understand
author’s craft using:

* Mentor Text Model

¢ Online Language Coach
* Word Study Lessons

e Author’s Craft Lessons

® Focus on Sentences (Writing
Performance Task)

¢ Coherence and Craft (Writing
Performance Task)

e Spotlight TE Notes

MENTOR TEXTS

Mentor Texts give your students
a chance to read like a writer!
Each unit opens with a text

that is written in the same
mode as the eventual Writing
Performance Task and the
Performance-Based Assessment
they will be assigned. Mentor
Texts:

® Are short and accessible to
most students

e Spark interest from the very
beginning of the unit

¢ Contain key elements of the
writing mode

e Serve as writing models in the
Writer’s Handbooks

VERBAL REASONING

Verbal reasoning skills help
students make meaning and
think closely about what

they are reading. These

skills include understanding
figurative language such as
idioms and metaphors, making
inferences, drawing conclusions,
connecting new ideas to what
you already know, and more. In
myPerspectives, students will
develop these skills, which will
result in better retention and
greater comprehension.

® Reading Strategy

* Whole-Class Discussion

® Peer-Group Collaboration
¢ Close-Read Notes

e First Thoughts

THE WRITING PROCESS

Students learn to write as they
write to learn, making the
process just as important as
the outcome. Writing resources
include:

e Step-by-Step Writer's
Handbook

e Digital Writing Minilessons

¢ Digital Grammar Minilessons

¢ High-Stakes Test Prep

¢ Timed Writing Practice

® Rubrics

* Models showing various score
points

LITERARY KNOWLEDGE

Not all literature is the same!
myPerspectives provides
multiple genres, including
multigenre and multimodal
texts, and helps students
gain knowledge about genres
through:

® Anchor Charts

* Multigenre Units

e Author’s Craft Lessons

® Learn About Genre Lessons

e Literacy Skills Lessons

FORMAL WRITTEN
ASSESSMENT

After completing Whole-Class
Learning, students complete a
writing assignment within the
featured unit mode. A Writer's
Handbook guides students
through each stage of the
writing process. Then, students
independently display their
learning with a culminating
Performance-Based Assessment.
Formal written assessment
opportunities are:

® Writing Performance Task

® Writing Performance-Based
Assessment

Developing Skilled Readers and Writers

T23



