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Introduction

In this overview, we will explore the Abriendo paso program components, 
program organization, and digital courseware on Savvas Realize™.
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Program Overview

Abriendo paso was designed for upper-level Spanish students and for students preparing for the 
Advanced Placement Spanish Language and Culture Examination®*.
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Program Components

Abriendo paso offers two editions, Temas y lecturas and Gramática. Each edition contains a 
Teacher Resource book and an assessment program. An online digital course is also available 
on Savvas Realize which includes a student and teacher eText.

3



Copyright © 2023 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the exclusive 
trademarks of Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries.

Abriendo paso © 2014 
Program Overview

Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas

Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas is a literature anthology organized around the six thematic 
units, Essential Questions, Recommended Contexts, and Learning Objectives found within the 
AP Spanish Language and Culture Curriculum Framework. The six thematic units include
• Personal and Public Identities,
• Contemporary Life,
• Families and Communities,
• Beauty and Aesthetics,
• Science and Technology, and
• Global Challenges.

Each unit, or unidad, provides authentic reading selections, with pre- and post-reading activities 
to develop reading comprehension, vocabulary, and cultural comparisons. These activities expand 
students’ interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational communication skills. This edition also 
includes links to grammar support within Abriendo paso: Gramática.
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Abriendo paso: Gramática

Abriendo paso: Gramática is an independent grammar book organized around communication- 
based grammar activities that include grammar instruction, review, and reinforcement. Although 
you can use this book as a stand-alone grammar text, it’s also an ideal companion to the 
Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas text.

Abriendo paso: Gramática uses clear explanations and straightforward exercises to support a 
wide variety of student needs.

The Table of Contents displays the six over-arching themes.

Each unidad reviews how and when to use a particular grammar point, allowing students to apply 
the grammar skill to a real-world situation.
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Savvas Realize Digital Course

To access the digital course on Savvas Realize, go to SavvasRealize.com and sign in with your 
username and password.

The digital course provides personalized learning through
• an interactive student eText;
• embedded media files;
• activities that you can assign to your students which are auto-scored;
• a Speak and Record feature for voice recordings; and
• content that you can customize to meet your instructional needs.
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Digital Course Features

Now let’s go over some of the features of the Abriendo paso digital course on Savvas Realize.

The Abriendo paso Table of Contents contains all of the program resources, including all content 
that you can assign to your students. You also have access to the eText on this page.

7



Copyright © 2023 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the exclusive 
trademarks of Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries.

Abriendo paso © 2014 
Program Overview

eText

To explore the interactive eText, click eText in the top right of the screen. Then click Open in 
new window. The eText will appear in a new window. Click the 3 bars in the upper left and then 
“Table of Contents” to show hyperlinks to the content.

The eText contains embedded links to multimedia files to help engage learners. Students can 
launch audio and video clips directly from the eText, including the Texto auditivo and Preparación 
para el examen activities.
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eText Navigational Pane

The navigational pane on the left allows you to access the various sections within the eText.

Click the triangle icon to see the nested contents within each section.
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Teacher Resources

Now, let’s look at the Teacher Resources option on the Abriendo paso Table of Contents. Take a 
minute to explore these helpful teacher resources.

10



Copyright © 2023 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the exclusive 
trademarks of Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries.

Abriendo paso © 2014 
Program Overview

My Savvas Training

The My Savvas Training link is available in both Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas and 
Gramática and provides access to training resources including guides, tutorials, and webinars 
for Savvas products, including Savvas Realize and LMS Integrations.
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Answer Keys

The Answer Keys link is only available in Abriendo paso: Gramática and provides access to 
answer keys for text exercises and tests as well as scoring guides for tests.
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Assessment Program

The Assessment Program link is only available in Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas and 
provides access to chapter tests in Word format, as well as answer keys, assessment rubrics, 
and scoring guides.
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Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas Features

Now let’s go over some features of Abriendo paso: Temas y lecturas.
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Audio and Video Downloads

On the Table of Contents you will see the Audio and Video Downloads option which provides 
access to audio and video files for offline use.

Click Capítulo Audio and Video to access audio and video files organized by capítulos, or 
chapters.
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Unidades

The Table of Contents also provides access to the unidades. Each unidad is further subdivided 
into capítulos.

Each capítulo provides access to the eText, chapter activities, and the chapter exam. You can 
assign the activities and exams to students; many of which are auto-graded to provide immediate 
feedback.

Take a few minutes to explore some of the sections within a capítulo.
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En Portada Activities

The En portada section presents activities that focus on interpretive communication skills by 
having students analyze, interpret, and connect photos, images, and cartoons to the chapter 
themes. Students can record their responses using the built-in Speak and Record feature.
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Al leer

The Antes de leer section provides a list of points for students to keep in mind while reading, 
along with guiding questions to monitor understanding.
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Después de leer Activities

The Después de leer section engages students in post-reading activities that include reading 
comprehension, vocabulary, and cultural comparisons.
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Abriendo paso Activities

The Abriendo paso Activities section contains activities that connect the readings with the 
chapter context. Teachers may wish to choose activities based upon students’ interests, their skill 
levels, and time available. Some of the activities require a more sophisticated level of language 
and can be assigned to the more advanced students or to the native speakers in the class.
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Un paso más Activities

The Un paso más section provides students with an opportunity to complete and present a 
project that explores the unit’s theme from a variety of perspectives.
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Preparación para el examen

To help gauge student progress, the Preparación para el examen section at the bottom of the 
Table of Contents contains test preparation opportunities in a variety of formats, including 
Comunicación interpretativa, Escritura interpersonal, Conversación interpersonal, and 
Presentación oral. These assessments are also available online with the Speak and Record 
feature.
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Abriendo paso: Gramática Features

Now let’s take a look at some features of Abriendo paso: Gramática.
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Unidades

The Table of Contents provides access to the six unidades and accompanying Reglas 
gramaticales.

Each unidad provides access to the eText, a variety of grammar activities, and exams.

You can assign the activities and exams to students; many of which are auto-graded to provide 
immediate feedback.

Take a few minutes to learn more about the focus of each unidad.
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Reglas gramaticales

The Reglas gramaticales section contains activities that correspond to the same grammar points 
in the unidad. This is where students use the grammar skills they just learned.
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En conclusion

Each unidad ends with En conclusión. Students are asked to bring together everything they have 
learned in the unit in order to communicate effectively.
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Pasos

The Pasos section provides additional explanations and exercises for grammar points that are 
not intrinsically communicative in nature, but are still required to communicate properly.
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Assessments

Also keep in mind that Abriendo paso: Gramática contains a complete set of assessments for the 
unidades, Reglas gramaticales, and Pasos.
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Tutorials

Finally, Abriendo paso: Gramática contains a bank of tutorial videos to engage and 
support student learning within the unidades and Pasos.
Take a minute to sample a tutorial.
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Closing

Thank you for reviewing the Abriendo paso Program Overview.
In this overview, we reviewed the program components, program organization, 
and digital courseware on Savvas Realize™.

For additional support, visit MySavvasTraining.com.
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