
Cool Tool

Use this document to facilitate a classroom activity related to the novel’s critical theme and how it speaks to 
the students’ here and now. Students can choose from the three pathways, gather examples from the novel, 
and share out in a media format of their choice. They can complete their tasks individually or work 
collaboratively in a Collaborative Learning Community (CLC).

Purpose: To give your students an opportunity to look back at the past using the novel, and 
relate the issues tackled therein to their present environment.

Running To – Running From
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Activity Introduction
Jim and Huck share many similarities—some easily obvious, and others more subtle. One keen 
similarity? They are both runners. Jim chooses to run toward his family and away from lifelong 
enslavement. Huck chooses to run away from two family environments—from the Widow and Miss 
Watson and from his biological father, Pap Finn. Jim consciously decides to confront assured danger 
that includes the likely possibility of cruel and inhumane punishment if he is captured. Huck, too, 
consciously decides to sever his ties with his adopted home where the Widow and Miss Watson 
attempt to “civilize” him and to defy the court-ordained return to his father. 

Jim and Huck both share the abuses and treacheries of mistreatment handed to them through the 
brutality of slavery experienced by Jim and child abuse endured by Huck from his father. Pap Finn 
perpetrates physical, emotional, and educational abuse on his own flesh and blood for his own 
financial and class gain. The institution of slavery, also known as “The Peculiar Institution,” resulted in 
the same kind of abuse for Jim and the more than 4 million slaves; all for the financial and class gain 
for slave owners. 

Huck Finn is white and “privileged” because of his race, and Jim is not even considered a “whole 
person” because of his race. However, both have no rights; both have no voice; and both have no 
presence. And—the critical, sustained theme throughout the novel—both are forced to act outside 
of the established rules if they are to survive as human beings.
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Compare and Contrast

Both Huck and Jim are runaways. Compare and contrast Huck Finn as a runaway with teen runaways today. 
Compare and contrast the causes, choices, and alliances Huck makes as a child of the 19th century and those 
confronted by teens of the 21st century.

OR

As Jim’s character evolves in the novel, readers see him as a slave and as a man—a man with a voice, a family, 
and a presence; and living within a geographical region, the South, where he can never flourish and survive as a 
man. That is the past. Now think about your present with adults today. Compare and contrast Jim to adults today 
who have no job and no money: Where do they go? What do they do? Compare and contrast their causes, 
choices, and resources/alliances to Jim’s.

As you prepare and complete your comparison/contrast research, compile your findings to present in a Docu-
Video, PowerPoint® presentation, or visual frame of your choice. You may use your smart phones, tablets, or 
laptops for this activity. You may also gather evidence from each other and use pre-existing images and text. 
Don’t forget to cite your sources. Share with your class for discussion. 

Enhancement: If your teacher allows, ask if your class can share its thematic work with other classes or even 
the school in a thematic exhibition. 

Pathway 1

Notes for your presentation

PowerPoint® is either a registered trademark or trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.
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Comparative Analysis

As runaways, Jim and Huck worry constantly about their combined and singular safety. Jim risks being captured 
and remanded into slavery at any time or killed. Huck risks being arrested and incarcerated if anyone discovers 
that he is aiding a runaway slave. In addition, Huck Finn would be forever branded a “traitor to his race” because 
of his actions.

In this interactive activity, identify and examine the “safe spaces” Huck and Jim find as they travel down the 
Mississippi. Don’t forget to include the Mississippi River itself. 

Create a two-chaptered Comparative Pictorial Journal that first illustrates scenes and places Jim and Huck 
found safe. Be sure to describe what each space/place is and why/how each provides safety.

In the second chapter of your Comparative Pictorial Journal, compare how today’s children and adults may find 
themselves struggling to find safe spaces/places. Be sure to consider homeless shelters, volunteer 
organizations, and community groups with their efforts to help others. Your research and collection should 
include stories of teen runaways, the challenges they face, and what has happened to them, if possible. You may 
include music lyrics, online videos, blogs, articles, or other resources with your teacher’s permission. 

Be prepared to share your Comparative Pictorial Journal with the class for further explanation and discussion.

Pathway 2

Notes for your presentation
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Definition and Analysis
Think about the following words:
1. Biological Family
2. Nuclear Family
3. Blended Family
4. Adopted Family
5. Foster Family
6. Extended Family
7. Virtual Family (Facebook, Snapchat, Group chat, Twitter, etc.)
8. Mob/Gang (Tom Sawyer’s and 21st century)
9. Slave Quarters

These “types” reflect different versions of the term “family” in both Huck and Jim’s 19th century and your 21st 
century. 

In this interactive activity, select two characters: Jim, Huck, the Shepherdsons, the Grangerfords, Jack, the slave 
on the Grangerford plantation, or Mary Jane Wilks. With your two selected characters, examine and create a 
Visual Character Analysis. With your Visual Character Analysis, trace and analyze how Mark Twain illustrates 
the concept of family. As you build your Visual Character Analysis, include how the families these characters 
illustrate contrast and compare to your definition and experiences of the term “family” today. 

The format of your Visual Character Analysis may be that of a scrapbook or an online pinboard. Or you may use 
other web-based tools approved by your teacher. Include images, poems, lyrics, and/or songs to illustrate further 
your position on and definition of family. You may even include recorded audio interviews. 

Be prepared to share your Visual Character Analysis with your class for further analysis and discussion. 

Pathway 3

Notes for your presentation
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