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Embrace the Other
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Purpose: To enable your students to connect the dots between the author’s world and the
students’ current world using the concept of ‘Other.’

Use this document to facilitate a classroom activity related to the modern relevance of the 19th century
author’s world. Students can explore ideas of ‘Otherness,’ gather examples and quotes from the novel, and
share out in a media format of their choice. They can complete their tasks individually or work collaboratively
in a Collaborative Learning Community (CLC).




What does being different or being ‘Other’ look like now?

A day or two before you actually begin this activity, begin looking at people in the corridors of
your school, your community, the mall, grocery store, etc. You are looking for what makes a
person unique, so unique that you might be able to understand a little something about that
person without ever speaking to her or him. For example, you may notice the person’s hair color,
hair style, glasses, makeup, clothes, or accessories.

Now think about yourself; what about you makes you unique or different? Is being different
good? Bad? Sometimes good; sometimes bad? Now think about the Other. Is Other the same as
being different?

Jim and Huck are both different and Other. Jim is a runaway slave; he is also a man, a parent,
and a human being. Huck is a runaway and orphaned/abused and an adopted boy.




Vision Board

Now, create a Vision Board that illustrates on one side Jim and Huck’s similarities of difference and Other.
You may use images and quotes from the novel. On the other side of your Vision Board show how Jim
and Huck grow beyond their individual difference and being Other to create a different relationship.
Again, you may use images and quotes from the novel. Your Vision Board can be digital or hardcopy.

When you have completed your Vision Board, be prepared to share with the class and discuss how your
learning relates to you today. For example, Jim and slaves like him had no rights. Huck and 19th century
children regardless of ethnicity, class, etc., had no rights. In addition, during this time, white women,
though not at slave status, could not inherit property or own their children or themselves. Today, these
restrictions and laws no longer apply. So, how do you view the issue of rights, voice, and equity? What do
YOU think?
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